
City yacht skipper hopes 
for grand slam victory 
By HENRI du PLESSIS 
Yachting Reporter 

, LINE and handicap honours 
are the two ways a yachts
man has of winning a race 
and for veteran yachtsman 
Dave Abromowitz, taking 
both would be an added bo
nus. 

Abromowitz takes on . the. 
et Dias Tt.'cllJ 

ith the rignt k ind o 
yacht and the right kind of ex-

perience when he sails the 
British vessel Walon over the 
startline at 3pm on Saturday. 

His yacht, an ex-Admiral's 
Cup racer, is just about the 
surest bet there may be for 
taking the International Mea
surement System (IMS) handi
cap trophy in the 6 000-mile 
race from Cape Town to Lis
bon. 

Walon, formerly known as 
Yeoman 27, was sponsored by 

-an international freight for-

warding and clearing company 
based in Cape Town. 

She belongs to British 
yachtsman Robin · Aisher, a 
long-standing friend of 
Abromowitz, who bought her in 
Australia. 

Mod-cons 
The yacht features such 

handy little mod-cons as car
bon-fibre spinnaker poles, tita
nium guardrail -stanchions, a 
weatherfax, a Magellan satel-
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LAST CRUISE: Walon skipper Dave Abromowitz, second from right, and his crew 
enjoy a last relaxiryg cruise before tackling the race to Lisbon. o....._ 
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lite navigation, the comfort of 
a well-performing fridge and 
computerised instrumentation. 

"I was in the UK on business 
when I visited Robin and saw 
his yacht on the hard in her 
cradle," Abromowitz explained. 

"It was the end of their' sail
ing season and she was going 
to lie there for six months, 
waiting -for the next, so I said I 
would like to sail her in the 
Dias race. 

"Robin agreed on the spot 
and the yacht's pinstripe-suited 
manager was put on the job to 
see her to Cape Town safely 
and equip her properly. 

Offshore rule 
'~The yacht was very much 

orientated to the International 
Offshore Rule (IOR) handicap 
an~ I scraped together a crew 
to enter her in time for Roth
mans Week last year. 

" We nearly made it and 
forced Geoff (Meek, skippering / 
Club Mykonos) to fight for his , 
win." 

Now Walon has been better 
prepared. Her lead ballast has 
been moved around to fit the . 
IMS rule and suit downwind 
sailing as required for this 
mostly tradewind race. 

"SAA Voortrekker II has a 
good chance of beating us for 
line honours, but on handicap 
we should . clean up ," 
Abromowitz said. 

W alon's skipper and crew be
lieve the result will be deter
mined to a great extent by 
what happens in the often 
windless doldrums north and 
south of the equator in the At
lantic Ocean. 
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