
V oortrekker II, fresh 
from overhaul, takes 
on Reed's Grinaker 
By HENRI du PLESSIS 
Yachting Reporter 

NA VY Lieutenant-Commander Hanno 
Teuteberg has thrown the gauntlet 
down at Bertie Reed irl the Portnet 
Dias yacht race from Cape Town to 
Lisbon. 

Teuteberg and four of his six-man 
crew sailed into Table Bay this week 
to show what their yacht SAA Voor
trekker II can do after an extensive 
refit costing RlOO 000 and sponsored 
by South African Airways. 

The race starts on March 31, stops 
at the Azores and ends at Lisbon after 

· about'4,0 days of sailing. 
Voorirekker II is arguably the most 

famous South African yacht after her 
numerous international exploits under 
the hands of solo sailors Reed and 
John M~rtin. 

. NEW SECTION 
Now the nine-year-old, 18,2m yacht 

has been given a whole new section of 
deck, several additions to her sail in
ventory, structural improvements and 
a major facelift. 

And the man who is really flying 
high o.ver the new sponsorship is Com
mander Teuteberg. 

It will give the 31-year-old subma
rine weaponry officer the chance to 
go for honours again in the 6 000-mile 
race. In the last race Reed took line 
honours and Teuteberg won the open 
class. 

"I guess that makes us joint winners 
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- but this year we can't lose," said 
the commander. 

"The yacht now rates fully accord
ing to the international measurement 
system rule and we hope to win on 
handicap and take line honours. 

"Even though Bertie has entered 
Grinaker, he cannot win anything 
really because his boat does not rate. 

"It has two rudders and water bal
last, two features not allowed by the 
handicap rules. 

"At the same time, we will be giv
ing him a run for his money to cross 
the line first." 

Reed has entered in the leg from 
Cape Town to the Azores. He will then 
sail on to Plymouth to take part in 
the two-man short-handed transatlan
tic race in June .. 

The only other "legal" boat which 
has any chance of beating Voor
trekker II is Dave Abromowitz's spe
ci a 11 y chartered Walon, but its 
chances are remote purely because 
Voortrekker II is larger and carries 
more sail. 

Late last year, on the way from 
Cape Town to Mauritius for the start 
of the Crystie Beachcomber race , 
Voortrekker's boom broke. Jury
rigged, she still broke the "up" run re
cord. 

Teuteberg and his young crew then 
took her, with a new boom, to second 
place in the race for line honours 
from Mauritius to Durban - again 
breaking the yacht's previous record 
for that run. -
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ON THE RAIL: SAA Voortrekker ll's crew, from left, 
are William Voerman, John Leighton, Barry de Kock, 
Rowen Clark and skipper Hanno Teuteberg'. Robbie 

van Wierengen and Dave Collins were absent. 
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