
The names of Bertie Reed 
and Voortrekker were for 
many years synonymous 
with yachting in South Afri
ca. Our correspondent re
ports from Cape Town 

THE end of an era is draw
ing near as the "grand old 

lady of the sea" - Voortrekker 
I - prepares for her last race · 
before being put on permanent 
display in a museum. 

The stout wood-and-glass
fibre yacht is on the hard (as 
yachties call land) in Simon's 
Town for a refit to prepare her 
for the Diaz Trophy Race from 
Cape Town to Lisbon later this 
month. 

The South African Defence 
Force crew are hard at work 
trying to get her ready for ac
tion under the caring eyes of 
· '! r skipper, South African 

.avy Lieutenant-Commander 
Rob Shelley. 

The crew are hoping to win 
the race and are urgently seek
ing sponsorship. 

"To really get the boat into 
shape and also to give the crew 
~ir much-needed break at the 
stoPQver in the Azores, we'll 
have t,o get some money," 
Commander Shelley said. 

"The navy's been good to 
us - they have somehow 
found some money and men to 
help prepare the yacht, but this 
is not enough. 

"Voortrekker is 24 years old 
already, but she's not being re
tired because of her age - she 
is very expensive to keep in 
racing trim because of the way 
she ':Vas built. 

"Voortrekkcr II is much 
,,1ore cost-effective because the 
materials used to repair her and 
her construction method are 
cheaper." 

The 15,04 m Voortrekker 
I's became famous under the 
hands of such illustrious South 
African sailors as Bruce Dai
ling, Bertie Reed, John Martin 
and Hanno Teutenberg. 

She was built by Thesens in 
Knysna to a Van der Stadt de
sign and her glassfibre-coated 
blackwood-and-mahogany hull 
first tasted the brine on June 12 
1968. 

The force behind her con
struction was industrialist Dr 
Anton Rupert, who had hoped 
to see South Africa enter the 
international yachting arena. 

His plan was an immense 
success, as Dailing sailed the 

Expensive 'old 
lady of the 
sea' to retire 

In her heyday: Bertie Reed on board Voortrekker at the start of a race from 
Plymouth. 

yacht to second place in the 
Observer Single-handed 
Transatlantic Race (Ostar) 
from Plymouth to Newport in 
the year of her launch. 

Since then she has sailed the · 
equivalent of five times around 

the world. 
In her last international 

race, she beat all but one of the 
brand-new high-tech yachts in 
the 1987 Ostar Oass 2 for 
monohulls - again in the able . 
hands of Reed. 

Not only was she second in 
class two, but she came fourth 
overall among the monohulls. 

She also performed excep
tionally well when Teutenberg 
skippered her into second place 
in the 1988 Diaz race from Lis
bon to Cape Town, close on the 
heels of Reed in the much larg
er high-tech Prestige Krost. 

She was joint winner of this 
race on elapsed time. 

Most recently; she took a 
creditable third place overall in 
the Anglo-Alpha Agulhas race 
from Hout Bay to Mossel Bay 
and back to Simon's Town un-

. der the command of Com-
1mander Shelley. 

The crew of V oortrekker in 
the Diaz Trophy race will be 

·Commander Shelley, watch 
captain Justin Foox, navigator 
Midshipman Phillip Lam
precht, Seaman David Kain, 
South African Air Force Cap
tain Gert U ys and seaman Chris 
Hathaway. 

"But it would be nice to en
able her to win her last race and 
also to be able to afford the 
living costs of the crew without 
forcing them to live on board 
the yacht at the stopover in the 
Azores and after th finish in 
Lisbon." 

Commander Shelley said it 
was not yet known where the 
yacht would, be put on display. 
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