
YACHTING 0 MAURITIUS to DURBAN 

Minus seven days the Beachcomber target 
DURBAN skipper George Ilse be
lieves the thril~ing battle royal of 
the big yachts in this year's Crystie 
Beachcomber Crossing will see the 
winner complete the 2 800km race 
from Mauritius to Durban in less 
than seven days. 

This will easily beat the record of 
eight days 15 hours seven minutes 
set by the 15,4m, Cape Town-built 
Royal Palm in the second biennial 
race in 1987. · · 

This classic ocean crossing, which 
)!.atts-tn Mauritius on September 16, 

is ·expected to include between eight 
and 10 fast 'maxi' and 'mini-maxi' 
craft of 15m to 21m. Their greater 
length will give them a distinct ad
vantage for line honours over the re
mainder of the expected fleet of 60 
yachts. 

If downwinds prevail, as is nor
mal in September, the race will be 
exceptionally fast. Hence Ilse's pre
diction of a record. 

Cape Town-born Ilse, 53, has had 
his yacht Ilse-Bell modified for 
maximum performance in mixed 
weather, which is always possible on 

The battle royal of the big yachts: 
Can it be done in under seven 
days? DOUGLAS ALEXANDER 
finds someone who says it can 

this historic, centuries-old sailing 
ship route. 

His graceful Santa Cruz yacht 
won the 1987 crossing under the 
name Royal Palm, with Ilse himself 
a crew member under crack Cape 
Town skipper Dave Abromowitz. 
The yacht was specially designed by 
Californian naval architect Bill Lee 

for downwind racing. It has a nar
row hull for surfing to greatest ad
vantage on big waves. 

The 1987 race produced downwind 
and upwind conditions, against all 
expectations, including two fierce 
gales. Royal Palm was lucky to 
avoid these, however. Ilse has since 
modified her rig to cope with mixed 
conditions along the South African 
coast. 

"The result is a good upwind and 
downwind racing yacht," said Ilse in 
Durban. 

Already the R50 000 modifications 
have paid off. Ilse-Bell has won the 
425km Wilbur Ellis Vasco da Gama 
race from Durban to East London 
and the 250km Durban-Richards 
Bay return race in the past 10 
months - and both in record time. 

Ilse, a Natal plant hire contractor 
with 35 years' sailing experience, is 
not intimidated by the threat of big
ger rivals in the Mauritius race. 

"It's a big ocean, and anything 
can happen," he said. "A lot depends 
on navigation, 


