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Sailors rewarded 
NEW GENERATION 
OF YACHTSMEN 
HAVE HIGH IDEALS 

for achievments 
D By Tommy Ballantyne 

D�m. is in his second year as SAYRA 
chairman, is which capacity he award
ed green and gold blazers to Rowen 
Clark, David Collins, David Hibberd, 
Bruce Savage and Paul Thomas. 

Own Correspondent 

TWO Henley Midmar 
Yacht Club sailors re
ceived their Natal 
colours at the Natal 
Yachting Association 
dinner last Friday night. 

Bobby Gray and Alan 
Franklyn were awarded 
their colours for 
achievements in the 505 
class in provincial and 
national championships 
over the past five years. 

The keelboat race on 
Saturday was sailed in 
ideal conditions. There 
was warm sunshine and 
an easterly wind which 
freshened during the 
race. 

Doug Hawksworth and 
Racquel Russel, and 
arch rivals Chris Frost 
and Stan Reynolds, sail
ing Hunters, broke away 
from the fleet soon after 
the start. Hawksworth 
gradually increased his 
lead to win by four 
minutes. 

The real race, how
ever, was not for line J 
honours, but for fourth 
place. Six Hunters were 
in contention at the start 
of the last leg and all fin
ished within two minutes 
after 210 minutes of rac
ing. 

Mike Poulter and Bar
bra Gentili finished 
fourth behind Alan Pitt
Pladdy racing a Carioca. 
Ed and June Browne 
were close behind, a few 
seconds ahead of Fritz 
von Klemperer and 
Frank Wilson (eventual 
handicap winners). 

Fishermen out to 
catch the tagged carp 
were treated to a rare 
spectacle of 15 keelboats 
with billowing spinnak
ers sailing the full length 
ofMidmar. 

Sailors enjoyed good 
conditions on Sunday in 
their two class races. An 
eight knots easterly blew 
for the morning race and 
a fresh 15 to 20 knots 
south-easter in the after
noon. 

Ten Miracle dinghies 
raced, with Craig Millar 
pipping John Jorgensen 
and Gordon Willington 
in the first race. Mike 
Southwood rev�lled in 
the stronger wind to beat 
Brian Summerton and 
Jorgensen in the second 
race. 

Wog and Pauline 
Hawksworth beat Mike 
Poulter and Andrew 
Canning in the Hunters 

in both races. Richard 
Willington has learned 
the art of Laser sailing 
quickly, winning both 
races. Bruce Nicholson 
and Paul Dantuma 
sailed to victory in Fire
balls in the morning race 
but were beaten by Doug 
Hawksworth and Chris 
Frost who teamed up for 
the afternoon race. 

The third and fourth 
races of the final class 
series of this season will 
be sailed this Sunday. 

Resulls 
Kaelboat Race 6 
Scratch: 1. Doug Hawksworth ; 2. 
Chris Frost; 3. Mike Poulter (all 
Hunter). 
Handicap: 1. Fritz von Klemperer; 2. 
Mike Poulter; 3. Jannie Janssen (all 
Hunter). 

Class F1 
Miracle: 1. Craig Millar; 2. John Jor
gensen; 3. Gordon Willington. 
Hunter: 1. Wog Hawksworth; 2. Mike 
Poulter; 3. Keith Lowe. 
Fireball: 1. Bruce Nicholson; 2. Rob 
Barker; 3. Paul Jackson. 

Class F2 
Miracle: 1. Mike Southwood; 2. Brian 
Summerton; 3. John Jorgensen. 
Hunter: 1. Wog Hawksworth; 2. Mike 
Poulter. 
Fireball: 1. Doug Hawksworth; 2. 
Bruce Nicholson; 3. Paul Jackson. 

D Sandy Ord 

THE presenl state of yachting in Soulh 
Africa is a healthy and competitive one, 
according to Sandy Ord, chairman of 
the SA Yacht Racing Association. 

At last week's annual colours pre
sentation dinner ol the Natal Yachting 
Association in Durban, at which he pre
sented Springbok colours to live Natal 
yachtsmen, Ord quoted statistics that 
backed his statement. 

He said there were 96 member 
clubs in the six provincial associations 
registered with SAYRA with a total 
membership of over 4 ODO individuals 
and 4 600 yachts and sailboards re
presented by 56 class associations. 

"And this is only the tip of the ice
berg". he said. 

"'There's at least 30 OOO yachtsmen 
out there at a conservative estimate. 
We can only account tor those men 
and women that race competively in 
our various provincial and national 
contests. 

"There·s an awful lot more people 
on our rivers, dams and seas just 
messing about in boats." 

Ord, a member of the Aeolian Club 
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He noted with great satisfaction that 
all five of these young men were either 
present or past students at Natal Uni
versity, "putting paid to the concept of 
the cheque book yachtsman··. that 
holds that honours and success are 
reserved tor those who can afford to 
pay tor them. 

Ord said: '"These chaps have had to 
beg, borrow and steal yachts to gain 
their  reco gnit ion. They have al l  
achieved world class standards and 
they represent 20% of the Springbok 
yachting awards made throughout the 
nation this past year." 

Ord said that this country's new 
generation of yachtsmen was making 
its presence tell in no uncert•in man 
ner. 

'"For it, as with previous genera
tions, Springbok colours remains the 
pinnacle of yachting achievement." 

He said that SAYRA was unfortuna
tely not in the �osition to guarantee 
its members overseas competition. 
Those that eventually made it over
seas and managed lo compete with 
distinction did it mainly under their 
own steam and using their own individ· 
ual resources. 

But on the local scene, things had 
never looked better. 

With over 30 national ch�mpion
ships each season, some ot the 
classes were becoming so big that 
they could not be combined in one 
regatta with other classes as used to 
be the case. 

He said: "This has led to logistical 
problems as things have become a bit 
disjointed.·· 

But the greatest assel the sport has 
today is the strength of numbers and 
the many young people who have 
chosen yachting as the sport they 
most want to be art ol. 

o NATAL'S latest crop of yachting Springboks received their 

colours last week from SA Yacht Racing Association chairman, 

Sandy Ord. From left: David Collins, David Hibberd, Bruce Savage, . 

Paul Thomas and Rowen Clark. See story on Page 35. 

DINGHIES, sailboards and cat
a ma rans are prepar ing for 
their provincia l championships 
o ver Easter. 

At Fish Hoek, 150 entries are 
expecte d in the Delta WP Cata
maran championshios. Some 
will come from other 

·
provinces 

including a 30-strong contin-
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gent expecte d from the Trnns
vaal. 

The re;a tta is open to all 
WP-recogn;.-ed classes, Hobie, 
Mosquito, and Halcat, a:id the 
regatta will also see the first 
major appearance of the Prin
dles in the Western Province. 

The organising committee 

wants to see 10 races over the 
four days of the Easter week
end, with the first race sched
uled for 12.30pm on Good Fri
day. 

For more information phone 
The Hobie Shop 45-5'161, Seven 
Seas Marine 21-4319 or Brian 
Kemlo 024-26279. 


