
A nice change from the rigours of the sea -
John Martin was feted last night by the SA 
Yacht Racing Association who gave him their 
Yachtsman of the Year award . Here Martin gets · 
a kiss of congratulations from wife Lynne, with. 
whom he has been reunited briefly before re
turning to sail the final leg of the BOC round
the-world race. Last night's award was for his 
performances in the world race and in last 

year's transatlantic race. 

MAIN PICTURE: John Martin took this picture of himself relaxing on Tuna Marine 
Voortrekker II on a rare occasion when all was calm during the third leg of the BOC race. 

INSET: The 'wrath of the Southern Ocean as Martin headed for Cape Horn. 
------ -

Martin is 
ready for 
Rio leg 

By ROGER WILLIAMS 

JOHN Martin, back in 
Cape Town for a breath
er before the start next 
month of the fourth and 
final leg of the BOC 
Challenge round-the
world race, said yester
day he had an "excel
lent" chance, from Rio 
de Janeiro back to New
port, USA, of repeating 
his win in the first leg. 

"I'm back here for a 
good rest and to get my
self to peak fitness for 
this last leg, in which I'll 
be starting with th e 
same edge over th e 
others that I had in the 
first leg, from Newport 
to Cape Town," he said 
in a'n interview. 

"I can assure you I 'll 
be giving it everything 
I've got!" 

Martin, who finished 

in fifth place at Rio 1 n 
spite of having to sail 
most of the third leg 
from Sydney with make
shift running backstays, 
and with the fear that 
Tuna Marine Voortrek
ker ll 's rig would col
lapse in a hard blow, 
said the fourth leg would 
involve "extreme tactics, 
with everyone having to 
follow the same route". 

The 16-boat fleet 
would start in trade
wind .reaching condi
tions, and pass through 
the doldrums into a tac
tical beating situation, 
with the flow of the Gulf 
Stream ready to give an 

·advantage to any boat 
happening to be in the 
right position at the 
right time. 

The boats Martin will 
be watching most in the 
final leg are France's ' 
Credit Agricole Ill skip
pe red by Philippe Jean
tot, the overall leader on 
elapsed time at this 
stage, Ecureuil d 'Aqui
taine (Titouan Lamazou) 
and UAP Medecins ! 
helmed by J ea n-Yves ' I 
Terlain. 


