
Yachts will definitely 
call at 'Cape Town during 

By Ralph Gowling 
LONDON - The organisers of this year's Whitbread Round The world 
Yacht Race are sticking to Cape Town as a port of call despite protests 
from New Zealand anti-apartheid campaigners. 

They also rejected 
claims by the New 
Zealand Anti-apartheid 
Movement HART that a 
South African boat had 
entered the race. 
. "There is no South 
African entry and we 
don't see one in the 
offing," said captain 
Brian Evans of the Royal 
Naval Sailing Asso
ciation (RNSA). 

Although no entries 
have been received from 
South Africa, a Republic
bom businessman, Peter 

Kuttel, will take part in 
the race,- which starts 
from Portsmouth on 
September 28. 

Kuttel skippered the 
South African entry 
Xargo III in the last 
round the world race in 
1981/82. 

This time he will be at 
the helm of the 81-foot 
sloop Apple Macintosh, 
designed by . New 
Zealander Bruce Farr. 

However, Kuttel, who 
holds a British passport, 
sends his children to 

British schools and owns 
a house in ~ritain as well 
as South _ Africa and 
other countries, will race 
under a British flag. 

Captain Evans said 
there was no possible 
alternative to Cape Town 
as the race's first stop. 

He said the RNSA 
would not reply to a 
letter from HART asking 
that Cape Town be 
dropped as ~port of call, 
saying that the use of the 
South Afriqm port had 
been acce ted by the 

New Zealand Govern
, ment as far back as 1982. 

He contfoued: "The 
whole character of the 
race would be changed if 
we didn't go to South 
Africa and this has been 
cleared with the New 
Zealand and the British 
Governments. 

"We pointed out why 
the race needed to go 
there - the whole 
structure of the race is 
determined by the 
stopping points which , 
make each leg roughly i 
the same length; Port- , 
smouth-Cape Town, · 
Cape Town-New Zea
land, New Zealand
South America a_nd ~ 
South America-home." 

The organisers had . 
looked at possible 
alternative ports but 
after careful · con~ : 
sideration they were , 
rejected, said c111-ptain 
Evans. · J 

He was unable to 
confirm wheth.h the 
matter had been\' raised 
with the current labour 
government in New 
Zealand. 

He said, however, that 

race 
the chairman of the race 
committee, Rear 
Admiral Charles 
Williams, was in New 
Zealand a few weeks ago 
and he discussed the 
question with the New 
Zealand Race Commit
tee in Auckland. 

"Precisely who was 
present at all these 
various discussions I 
don't know, but clearly 
the. interests of everyone 
were given a fair 
hearing," said captain 
Evans. 

Asked why the RNSA 
would not reply to 
HART's letter, he said: 
"There seemed no point 
- - the - nice had been 
established, its been 
agreed by the partici
pants and the various 
interested people in the 
countries we visit that 
this is how the race would 
go and that, more or less, 
is the end of it." 

He added ·that he 
understood HART had 
been told by the New 
Zealand Committee not 
to expect a reply from the 
Association. - Sapa. 


