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AUTHORITIES BAN PUBLIC FROM YACHT 

Moquini investigation begins 
LATOYA NEWMAN 

U
NANSWERED ques
tions behind the 
Moquini yacht's tragic 

. end resurfaced yester
day when the boat was towed 
into Durban Harbour. 

The boat's arrival also re
opened wounds for the mourn
ing families of the missi.Ilg crew, 
who were too emotional to speak 
to the media yesterday. 

Authorities are remaining 
tight-lipped on their investiga
tion and have banned media and 
members of the public from get
ting close to the yacht. 

SA Maritime Safety Authority 
Salvage Master Capt Saleem 
Modac said the yacht had been 
tak~n to a secure place and that 
only officials and experts dele
gated by the authority would 
investigate the matter. 

Modac said there was "no way 
of telling" how long it would 
take until investigations yielded 
results. 

The yacht and its six-man 
crew - skipper Graham Coch
rane, Kurt Ostendorf, Neil 
Tocknell, Sheldon Dickerson, 
Mark Dickerson and Michael 
Gooiam - disappeared last 
September while participating 
in the Mauritius to Durban 
Yacht Race. An interrupted dis-· 
tress . signal was received from 
the yacht, but no trace of the 
vessel or crew was found. until 
about two weeks ago, when the 
upturned vessel was spotted 

PICTURE: TERRY HUTSON 
THE damaged Moquini is towed into Durban Harbour yesterday for the SA Maritime Safety Association to begin investigating what 
happened to t ~t It disappeared while participating in the Mauritius to Durban Yacht Race in September last year. The upturned yacht 
was spotted floating 500 nautical miles off the Wild Coast two weeks ago , . 

500 nautical miles off the Wild 
Coast. 

Richard Crocm!tt, who led the 
search for the Moquini, said: 
"I'm not .sure t we're going 
to find now that fue boat is back. 
All we know at this point is that 
the keel is missing . . . I don't 

think we will know for a couple 
of months what happened." 

The families of the Moquini 
crew were emotional when 
The Mercury called them yester
day, and said they could not 
comment. 

One person who saw the boat 

yesterday, and who asked not 
to be named, said neither the 
propeller nor the rudder 
appeared to have been damaged, 
which is what could have been 
expected if the yacht had hit a 
container below the surface. 

Matthew Thomas, initial co-

ordinator of the search for the 
Moquini, said: "It was probably 
hit by some hard object that was 
in the ocean . . . the keel could 
have come off very quickly: 
because the cut was so perfect. 

"But it is all speculation a 
this stage." 


