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Just nolth ti Saldanha Clartle's yacht sprurw 
a leak. A nearby container ship responded 
to. his dlstntss slpal and sent out a rescue 
craft. Clarke was rescued, but his dog (lower 
left hand comer) was washed away. 

David Clarke set off from 
Table Bay Harbour In very 
Itron& winds on Wednesday 
moming. ' 

Lone sailor rescued off Saldanha as.yacht sinks 
GUSTAV THIEL 1 J z / "lfW I 

"IT was a night of high drama for me, 
but I'm determined to compiete~my 
world record." · ' 

These were-the first wcmt of dis~ 
traught 76-year-oldDavid Clark who 
spoke to the Cape Tim~s by tadio 
from the Safmarine container ship 
E Monte which came to his rescue on 
Wednesday night after his yacht, 
Mollie Milar, sank dff the West Coast 
near Saldanha Bay. 

When Clark left Table Bay Har
bour on Wednesday morning, he 
was only 7 000 nautical miles away 
from becoming the oldest living per
son to single-handedly circum_navi
gate the globe. 

It was Clark's second attempt at 
the record after his 2revious attem t 

ended in disaster when his yacht, Sea 
Me Now, sank in the Indian Ocean in 
1993. In 1987 Clark succeeded in a 
solo circumnaYigation, but was not 
the oldest person at the time to have 
done so. 

· Clark planned to finish his latest 
. attempt on May 17, his birthday, at 

Fort Lauderdale, but the Mollie Milar 
was ultimately not up to the task. 

Just after 5pm on Wednesday it 
all started going wrong for him. 

"When I left Cape Town, the 
wind was already very strong. But 
I've been in stronger winds and car
ried on with my journey. I had made 
it just past Saldapha Bay about 140 
miles north of Cape Town when I 
noticed a leak in my engine room. 

"By the time I saw it, I realised it 
was alread)'. too late to save anything 

and called for help." 
Andrew Terence, an amateur 

radio operator, picked up Clarke's 
distress signal and called Cape Town 
Radio, the maritime radio centre 
designed totacilitate maritime radio 
connections. · i 

According to Clark, the E Monte 
arrived just in time, because the 
engine room was already filled with 
about six feet of water. 

The captain of the E Monte, Vic
tor Popov, confirmed that Clark 
would have been in serious trouble 
had they arrived any later. 

"We managed to save him, but the 
sea was rough at the time," said Popov, 
who added that the rescue took place 
in swells of more than 30 feet. 

The rescue attempt nearly went 
badly wrong when four members of 

the E Monte 's crew landed in the 
stormy sea when the rescue cratt'th~y 
were using to fetch him flipped. 

"Fortunately," said Clark, "they 
managed to get me,J:mt my dog 
Mickey was not so lucK'y." , 

Clark arrives later today in East 
London with the E Monte and then 
plans to return to Cape Town "as 
soon as possible". 

But any mention of aborting his 
mission is laughed off. 

"I'm going to finish this and all I 
need is another vessel." 

A group of Cape Town amateur 
radio operators and yachtsmen have 
put together a working group to 
assist Clark in trying to find a new 
vessel. To assist contact Mat 
Greyvenstein on 082-848-2157 or fax 
him at (021) 855-0339. 
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