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.Victorious return: the MTN The Better Connection crew, from left, Lee Tobin, Eric Ntetana, co-skipper Anthony Steward, 
Golden Mgedeza, co-skipper Sieraj Jacobs and Solomon Dipeere, celebrate their homecoming 

~oung enthusiasts glad _to be back on dry land 
~-~-~ ...... 1.l -il~O!J.Q ... . 
STAFF REPORTER """"It '1'S 
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There was much celebrating last 
night when an Air Force aircraft 
touched down at 35 Squadron, 
bringing home several tired but 
exhilarated Cape-to-Rio sailors. 

With the Defence Force members 
came the crew of Rotary Scout, the 
youngest sailors to take part in the 
race, development team MTN The 
Better Connection and paraplegic 
Russell Vollmer. 

All were relieved to be back on 
dry land - this year's race has been 
described as one of the toughest, 
even by veterans, ' 

Heidi Vollmer, who flew to Rio fo 
meet her husband, said she had 
spent a nail-biting week waiting for 
news of him. "There are people W1;lit
ing anxio'lsly because at least 10 
yachts are still at sea. Some haven't 
radioed in for days so it is very wor
rying," she said. 

Mr Vollmer described the race as 

hectic and frustrating at times but 
ultimately a wonderful experience, 

· and he said he was already plotting -
riext year's one. 

Sailing on Windforce, sponsored · 
by the Lion of Africa, he said that at 
times during a storm it felt as if they 
were in a washing machine. 

"But the boat served us well and 
we left her with heavy hearts."' 

Rotary Scout, s~ippered by Mark 
Devitt, 20, one of the cruising yachts 
that left Cape Town on January 2, 
took first place in its division. It was 
a combined Scouts and de\Telopment 
team managed by Sarah Kennedy. 

Crew members said it had .been 
the experience of a lifetime: 

Travern Reddy, 17, ofMuizenberg 
High School, said the crew had 
become one big happy family but 
that it was good to be home. 

Kirstin Anderson, 17, also from 
Muizenberg High, said testing his 
skills to the limit and coming out 
stronger had been the highlight of 
the trip for him. 

One of the most experienced 
sailors on board - and the only girl -
was Lucy Norton, 16, of Parel Vallei 
High School in Somerset West who 
said: " It was tough but I knew the 
boat would get us there and I also 
knew we had the.necessary skills as 
a team. But what I really missed was 
fresh fruit and vegetables and fresh 
water." 

Youngest crew member Neil Hart, 
15, of Sacs High School in New lands, 
said all he wanted for dinner last 
night was lasagna. 

Steven Buckley, 16, of Vista Nova 
High School in Rondebosch said the 
race had been a wonderful learning 
experience. Navigator Keith Stan
ley, 20, said: "A lot of people didn't 
believe in.us but we proved them 
wrong, which is a great feeling, and 
we are proud ofourselves." 

Still looking a little shell-shocked, 
Haydon Dawe, 16, of Fish Hoek High 
had arrived in Rio on the catamaran 
Stumblebum with just hours to 
spare before the flight home. 


