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Thrills,· spills and 
,f 

;records in Rio race 
[First sinking as new age of speed begins 
~~II~ 7('2~o. 
Starting in the shadow of Table 
'Mountain and finishing under 
the statue of Christ the 
Redeemer on the Corcovado 
'Mountain, the MTN Cape-to-Rio 
~000 yacht race is more than a 
' test of speed - it's about 
endurance and camaraderie. 

Billed as a celebration of the new 
millennium and Brazil's 500th 
anniversary, this year's race provid
ed a challenge for niore than 700 sail-
ing enthusiasts. ' ' 
Youn~old took up the chal

lenge, wftli DereKB"fr(f,'72;--oll1VIerck 
Generics, the oldest competitor and 
Garetli Arnott, 12, aboard Madonna, 
the youngest. 

A record 80 yachts entered this 
year's race, which was first sailed in 
197i. Nine of the slower yachts got a 
six-dayhead start on the rest of the 
fleet to ensure that they arrived in 
Rio in time for the prizegiving and 
the city's famous carnival. 

'The. remainder of the fleet set off 
in rather lacklustre weather condi
tions with little wind on January 8. 

One of the SA Defence Force's 
three entries, Spirit of Sanlam, had 
to withdraw due to engine problems. 

Portugal-Brazil 500 became the 
next ca~ualty of the race when it 
broke a poom only 25 miles out of 
Cape Town on the day of the start. 

A hot favourite forhne honours, 
Portugal-Brazil 500 had to limp back 
to:. Table Bay for repairs to its 
R250 000 boom and lost 30 hours on 
the.front runners. 

The two American maxis, Sag
amore and Zephyrus IV, showed 
from the word go that they were in a 
class of their own. 

.As the two sleek giants pulled 
, a way from the rest of the fleet, it 

Ahoy! the crew of the BJM Masimo, 
skippered by Tielmai) Ro~s. arrives in 
Rio, met by rel.ieved relatives and 
friends who became extremely 
concerned as the yactit did not report 
into race control for 15 days because 
of serious radio problems 

soon became clear'that the previous 
crossing record of14 days and 15 
hours, set by Morning Glory in 1996, 
would be under serious threat. 

Zephyrus IV, skippered by Robert 
. McNeill, achieved a record for the 
longest distance sailed in the race 
within a 24-hour period~ an exhila
rating 373 nautical miles. 

Zephyrus IV finally crossed the 
finishing line on January 21 to .take 
line honours in a record time of 12 
days and 18 hours - shattering the 
existing record by almost two days. 

Sagamore followed 11 hours later, 
also breaking the old record. 

While the leading yachts man
aged to make the most of the unsea
sonal weather conditions, the rest of 
the fleet was not so lucky . . 

Rain squalls, stormy seas and 
swells of up to lOm plagued the fleet 
and caused havoc among the tail
enders and the multi-hulls. 

Within days, Alseba, IGS Freight
Trac and IPS Sheraton retired froin 
the race due to engine problems and 
structural damage. 

But the worst was still to come. 
On January 13, skipperAndrew 

Tozer of the yacht La Bamba issued 
a distress signal. Island Fling sailed 
to her assistance and after a night of 
drama, rescued La Bamba's crew of 
five from their liferaft. 

La Bamba became only the second 
boat ht the~ory of the race-to 
sink. 

In the meantime, the race for 
handicap position was becoming a 
fierce battle. Zephyrus IV and Sag
amore entrenched themselves in 
first and second position on handi
cap. 

South African entries Greenwich 
Warrior and Maxtec Wizard were 
involved in a ding-dong battle across 
the Atlantic for the duration of the 
race. 

Greenwich Warrior became the 
first South African entry to finish 
the race in just over 16 days, finish
ing third on handicap, with Maxtech 
Wizard fourth. 

One of the entries in the CRRS 
class was MTN The Better Connec
tion, skippered by solo yachtsman 
Anthony Steward with a crew of 
teenagers from the MTN Royal Cape 
Sailing Academy. ' 

MTN The Better Connection fin
ished eighth on handicap in the 
CRRS mono hull class. The class was 
won by Awesome, skippered by Ivar 
Kvale. 

All told, 49 yachts completed the 
race before the cut-off date of 
february4. 


