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All eyes on Q'town 
for 3rd GP regatta 
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THE focus in sailing this week 
shifts to Queenstown, where 
Queenstown Power and Yacht 

Club will be hosting the Border 
Sailing Association's third Grand 
Prix series regatta. 

Although the waters at Bongola 
Dam are the smallest in the Border 
region, racing in very varied and 
testing conditions can be expected. 

The usual Fireball, Laser and 
Optimist class dinghies should 
make up the bulk of the fleet. Mike 
Medcalf and JP du Plessis, sailing 
in the Fireball class, are the only 
sailors who can Jeel pretty confi
dent that they will walk away at 
the conclusion of the regatta with a 
victory. All the other classes 
should produce even and close 
contests with nobody assured of 
any easy sail into first place. 

It will be interesting to see if the 
multihulls are able to raise a fleet 
of their own this weekend, as local 
co-ordinator Alan Lister has been 
going all out to muster support for 
the event. 

The usual varied open class will be 
taking part and, in this fleet which 
sails on a handicap basis, it's any
body's guess as to who might 
come out on top. On present form 
though the Mirror and Gypsey 
sailors should fancy their chances 
at success. 

The highlight for all the sailors how
ever is the excellent hospitality 
normally shown by QPYC and the 
spitbraai organised for this evening 
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SHOOTING THE BREEZE 

Tim Stirk 
will afford welcome relief from an 
afternoon's tough sailing. 

Registration will take place today 
from 11 am with the first race' 
scheduled to start at 2 pm Racing 
will continue tomorrow. 

Juniors 
THE Grand Prix "3" regatta in 

Queenstown will see a lot of youth 
sailors competing in various 
classes. 

In the Laser class it will be interest
ing to see how Melissa van der 
Water and Nikki Abousalem fare 
as they both stand an excellent 
chance of winning. Van der Water 
is busy preparing for the Laser 
national championships to be held 
in April, and she will be expecting 
a good outing. Craig Latigan, who 
will be sailing with Nie van der 
Water as crew this weekend, 
should continue his dominance ' in 
the Mirror class, but could be 
pushed by Bruce Harper and Kart 
Goddard. These three young 
sailors are busy with their prepara
tion for the Mirror Worlds to be 

held in April, and will need to 
ensure good performances this 
weekend. 

The largest contingent of young 
sailors is . in the Optimist class 
which should have at least 10 boats 
on the water this weekend. 

Nie van der Wiiter will not be sailing 
this weekend, which will make for 
an interesting outcome in the 
Optimist fleet. Sam .Waterson and 
Brett Stirk are the leading con
tenders if one takes into considera
tion their recent regatta and club 
performances, but Nichole Hollis 
of QPYC, sailing on her home 
waters, could just cause an upset. 

Novice sailors Jade · Esben, Munro 
Hansen, Nashalin Lutchmiah, 
Zunaid Khan and Shaun Gradwell 
are all starting to show vast 
improvement and if they can pro
duce some consistency will also 
put themselves in contention. 

The Border Sailing A~sociation will 
be holding a training clinic 
for juniors sailors at QPYC this 
weekend. 

Training st<\I'ted last night and con
tinues for the weekend. The juniors 
will have the added advantage that 
all their races are to be recorded on 
video and sailors will go through a 
debriefing to analyse their perfor
mances. This is a first for Border 
sailing, who are keen to uplift stan
dards in the region and make our 
juniors more competitive on a 
national level, espetially in the 
Optimist class. 


