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HEUO SAILOR: Makhosi Mbonambi waits on board the African Queen in Durban Harbour 
for the yacht to go out to sea on charter. 

African 
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A YOUNG Durban woman is 
rapidly gaining the respect of 
yachtsmen as a fine crew mem
ber to have ori board when seas 
get big and the going tough. 

They say that Makhosi 
Mbonambi (27) is unusually 
able, tough and courageous. 

She also looks unusual on 
board a local yacht because she 
is black. "I am South Africa's 
first black yachtswoman," she 
says with little fear of contra
diction. 

"I love the sea ... love it, love 
it," she said. "And I want to sail 
all over the world." 

She is a regular crew mem
ber of the local charter yacht 
African Queen and has already 
started studying for her skip
per's licence. 

Makhosi plans to be on board 
later this year when it sails for 
Madagascar, where it will do 
charters for four or five 
months. 

Her love affair with the sea 
started last May, the first time 
she sailed out of Durban on the 
African Queen. 

"I had just started a job as 
the African Queen's public 
relations officer," she said. "It 
was my job to talk to people in 
blocks of offices and holiday 
flats and interest them in going 
out to sea." 

·Her job demanded that she 
know something about yachts, 
so her boss and · skipper Dr 
Gerry Murppy decided she 
should also learn to crew. 

She leaves lier Inanda home 
at 4am and goes to the African 
Queen, which she scrubs and 
polishes, and-ifneed be-pre
pares it to go to sea . 

. .,., "Makhosi is outstanding," 
said Dr Murphy. "She is an 
excellent sailor and has no fear 
of any kind." 


