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Raid racer relives 
Da Gama romance 

KEITH ROSS 
CHIEF REPORTER 

AN event of great moment in the 
history of Durban has been briefly 
brought to life again by a man 
whose direct ancestry links him to 
the great Portuguese seafarer, 
Vasco da Gama. 

The event was the sailing into 
Durban Bay 500 years ago of Da 
Gama, who was on a voyage of dis
covery to India. And his entry into 
the bay was brought back to life 
this week by Serge Pinto, who 
claims,to be a direct descendant 
of one of Da Gama's officers. 

Mr Pinto re-enacted the 1497 
event by going out to sea in a local 
yacht, the African Queen. He was 
at the helm when the yacht came 
back into the Durban Harbour. 

"My ancestor was Fernao 
Mendes Pinto, who was Da Gama's 
navigator," he said. "It has been 
wonderful to come here to Durban 
and sail into the bay, just as he did 
so many years ago." 

Mr Serge Pinto came to south
ern Africa last month as part of a 
French team to compete in the 
Raid Gauloises endurance race. 

While competing in a 
Drakensberg leg of the race he 

'b "'"'&..'( ~~ 
met the skipper of the Durban 
charter yacht, African Queen, Dr 
Gerry Murphy, who was on holiday 
in the mountains. 

Dr Murphy heard of his ancestry 
and invited him to sail out of 
Durban. "It seemed appropriate 
as this year is the 500th anniver
sary of Da Gama's visit," said Dr 
Murphy. 

Mr Pinto brought some of his 
French teammates to Durban with 
him. They too went to sea. "We 
were all very emotional out there. 
Nobody more so than myself." 

He said · Fernao Mendes Pinto 
had survived many dangerous 
adventures at sea. "Fernao was at 
one time captured by pirates who 
sold him as a slave to the Arabs. 

"He.escaped after 14 years and 
then went on a second expedition 
with Da Gama. Afterwards he 
wrote a book." 

Mr Pinto said his family had 
broken its links with Portugal and 
had moved - for business reasons 
- to France in the 1930s. He cannot 
speak Portuguese. 

His experience in Durban has 
· given him a hunger to follow fur

ther in the footsteps of his ances
tor. "I would like to relive some of 
the romance he experienced." 


