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Peter and Jane Lawton on the Lyso which got tangled in the shark nets off 
Alkantstrand. 
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A raging south-westerly 
wind; a strong current; 
shark-infested waters 
and a yacht without any 
navigational inst.ruments 
are all the ingredients for 
a disaster. 

And a 11ear disaster it 
was for Btitish yachting 
couple P<;tcr and Jane 
Lawton, when fiey sailed 
from Kenya to Durban 
recently. 

The Lawtons are 
currently living on a 
yacht in Kenya while 
saving money to foe their 
own yacht, which lost an 
engine in a storm in 
Djibouti. 

They agreed to bring a 
yacht fro · 
new owner in Durban, a 
task few people willingly 
undertake because of the 
cyclone season off the 
African East coast. 

'We knew about an 
oncoming cyclone and 
managed to avoid it, but 
our electronic 
navigational equipment 
broke down just north of 
Mombasa and we had to 
rely on passing ships to 

get our precise position,' 
said Peter .. 

They planned to stop 
over in Richards Bay for 
a few days but a strong 
wind came up as they 
neared the area. 'We 
made contact with port 
control and were warned 
of the shark nets at the 
swimming beach. Next 
thing we knew, we got 
~angled-in the nets. 

'Shark nets implied 
lots of sharks in the area, 
so we decided to drop 
anchor and wait for the 
wind to die down.' Port 
control contacted the 
National Sea Rescue 
institute who came to 
\heir assistance. 

When they wanted to 
lift their anchor to be 
towed into the harbour, 
it got tangled with the 
anchor keeping the shark 
nets in place. They finally 
succeeded in untangling 
themselves and were 
towed in. Both expressed 
their appreciation to the 
NSRI for coming to their 
assistance. 

Their experience 
certainly hasn't put them 
off: Once their own yacht 
is fixed, the Lawtons plan 
to sail down to South 
Africa and live in 
Durban-0r Richards Bay 
for a while .if they can 
find temporary work. 




