
Whitbread fleet 
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~won t for get 
Kiwi send-off 

SOME 6 000 spectator 
cra ft an<l :mo 000 peo pl e 
along the shores arou11d 
Auckland , New Zea land, 
bade the Whitbrea d 
round-th e-wor ld r ace 

_ fle et bon voyage on Sun
day at the start of th e 
5 195-mile fourth leg into 
Southern Ocean iceberg 
territory towards the no
tori ous Cape Horn and 
Punta de! Este , Uruguay. 

The sta rt was one o( 
the most incredible in 

· the history of the race. In 
the hea t of the moment 
eight of the 14 yacht~ 
jumped the start before 
the gun, with seven W-

- 60s, Intrum Justiti a, Win
ston, Yamaha, Galicia 93 
Pesca nova , Hein e ken 

- and Dolphin & Youth , 
and one maxi , Merit Cup, 
all being recalled . 

Prior to th e off, New 
Zealand 's Chris Dickson 
on the Kiwi -Japan ese 
entry, Tokio, he ld an im
press ive lead of 17 hours 
40 minutes on Yamaha 
(Ross Fi e ld), Win s ton 
(Brad Butte rworth/Den
nis Conner), Galicia 93 
Pescanova (.Javier de la 
Gandara) a nd lntrum 

_ Justitia (Lawrie Smith), 
. with the chasing pack 
separated by less than 
one-and-a-half hours. 

In the max i divi sion, 
New Zealand Endeavour 
(Grant Da lto n) had a 
buffer of 14 hours 47 
minutes on Merit Cup 
(Pierre Fehlmann) and 
La Poste (Eric Tabarly). 

Galicia 93 Pescanova 
navigator Juan Vila said 
as well as finding the 
best route to the more 
southerly latitudes, the 
approach to Cape Horn 
was crucial for the fleet. 
Skippers had to dec ide 
whether to come from 
north or south. During 
the 1991 race, he said, 
the more southerly boats 
had to beat to the Horn 
and lost a lot of ground. 

"After the Horn, you 
have th e Le Ma ire 
Straits which normally 
you want to go through, 
but the current can run 
at seven knots. If you are 
there at the wrong time, 
you hav.e to go around, 
and you may a lso have to 
go around the Falkland 
Islands if the wind is on 
the nose," Vila added. 

He said Tokio's lead 
was not unassailable, 
but if Dickson and his 
crew sail as well as they 
have so far, it would be 
almost impossible to 
surpass them in one leg. 

· After the start, all the 
transgressors , except 
Heineken and Brooks
field , who chose rather 

~JO face a 17-minute pen-

alty than the confusion on the line also robbed 
of th e spectator fl ee t th e host provin ce of 
aga in , turned back, giv- 1 maximum points. 
ing Tokio and New Zea- The star of the show 
land Endeavour a clear was young Southern Na
run to the first mark tali a n Russe l Sadler, 

The most dramatic who powered his way to 
rounding of the .second victory in the Iron Man 
mark was by Intrum Jus- event against the maes
titia. The majority of th e tros Herman Chalupsky 
fle e t had opted to ta ck and Peter Co le. 
over to th e western The women competed 
shore and come into the for only the second time 
mark on port tack, but a t the championships, 
Smith tac ked in the mid- with Easte rn Province 
die of the channel and dominant with victories 
was aproaching th e in the surf swim, run
mark on starboard whe n swim-run and the fla gs . 
he ra n into a wa ll of WP won the single ski 
specta tor craft - some and beach sprint. 
anchored - but man- * * * * * * 
aged lo thread the W-60 THE officia l launch of 
through unscathed . the 1994 Association of 
. Yesterday, IntrumJus- Surfing Professional 

t1tia was averaging 16,4 world championship 
kn ots a nd leading the season in Honolulu Ha
f1e e t in big. seas and waii, was ma rred by a 
ga le-fo rce w111ds on a bomb scare last week 
so uth -eas t course taking W or Id c h amp ion 
th e boats around both Derek Ho and fe ll ow Ha
sides of the Chatham Is- wa ii a ns J o hn Go mes, 
land s 1400 km south- Hu s ty Kca ulana and 
east of Auckland. 

The islands were the 
last piece of real estate 
the yachtsmen will se 
before So uth America. 

In second place, 12 
miles astern, was Tokio, 
followed by Galicia 93 
Pescanova, Yama ha and 
Winston . The lea 'ding 
maxi, New Zea land En-

. deavour, was lying sixth 
overall, 57 mil es behind 
Intrum Justitia . 

Dalton told race head
quarters that conditions 
were favouring the W-
60s and would continue 
lo do so for some time. 
"All we can do is try to 
hold on to the leaders so 
th a t we can attack when 
conditions suit us." 

*****·* IT just wasn 't Weste rn 
Province's day at the Ca
se le interprovincia l surf 
lifesav in g c hampion - · 
ships at Strandfonle in 
on Saturday. They were 
s truck by a run of bad 
luck at a crucial stage of 
the competition and it 
cos t th em dearly. 

Once aga in , the Ce n
t ra l Na ta l team dominat
ed th e swimming events 
a nd adapted well to the 
choppy surf cond itions 
to re ta in their title, win
ning 13 of the 27 events 
in the process. 

WP won seven events, 
but doubles ski partners 
Peter Co le and P a ul 
Mai-ai s were denied vi c
tory when they were 
swamped by a wave on 
their final turn for home. 
Darrin Thomas's dis
qualification in the flag 
event added to their 
woes, and the WP craft 
team's disqualification 

Ha ns Hedemann and 
A u stra li an C h ey n e 
Horan were attending 

-th e press lau nch at the 
Honolulu Club when the 
police bomb -squad re
sponded to two calls. 

" It de finite ly is a first 
for surfing to have such a 
ga th e ring upse t by a 
bomb scare," said ASP 
executive director Gra
ha m Cass id y. Ho sa id 
that s itting in th e build
ing was more scary than 
riding a 30-foot wave. 

He told the gathering 
he was well into a rigor
ous training schedule 
which he be lieved had 
made him fitter than in 
all previous 11 seasons 
he has been on th e tour. 

" Havin g hit th e 
heights to win th e title, I 

I want to make sure I'm 
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WHITBREAD WONDERS ... The fourth leg of the Whitbread round-the-world race started in 
Auckland, New Zealand, on Sunday with the W-60 yachts once again setting the pace against 
the maxis i.n gale-force winds and big seas. The Spanish W-60 Galicia 93 Pescanova (above) 

was yesterday lying third, 29 miles astern of lntrum Justitia. 

ready to do it a second 
time. I'm jumping out of 

my skin for the new sea
son to start," Ho said. 

The ASP tour begins 
on Thursday, March 31 , 
with the Rip Curl Pro 
Women 's C las s ic at 
Bell's Beac h, Austra li a. 

****** 
MULTIPLE South Afri
ca n Formula One power
boat champion Peter 
Lindenberg is still virtu
ally unstoppable as he 
proved at the Thaba 
Nchu Sun meeting dur
ing the pas t weekend. 

However, Lind e nberg 
and his young protege 
Renier Engelbrecht: 
faced a scare in the first 
race when Brian Lind
say caused a sensation 
by leading for the first 15 
laps. Metres from the 
line, Lindsay was ham
pered by backmarkers 
and Engelbrecht 
sneaked through to win 
with Linde nberg third. ' 

Lindsay lhen blas ted 
into the lead in the 
second ra ce, but was 
overtaken , first by 
Enge lbrecht a nd then by 
Linde nberg, who spent 
several laps du e lling 
with his younger team
mate before passing him 
a fte r seven la ps. 

Th e maestro won the 
third race of the day con
vincingly from Engel
brec ht a nd Lindsay. 

The latest standings 
(aher four races) 

1 Peter Lindenberg 75, 2 Renier 
Engelbrech t 7 1, 3 Ian Ma ther 48, 4 Terry 
Moore 47, 5 Kevin Srni th 35. 

****** 
THE Western Province 
underwater orienteer
ing tea m__tnok second 
place in the South Afri
can national champion
ships at the Appletiser 
Dam on Appletwhaithe 
Farm, Grabouw. 

The results 
M course : 1 M Wright (WP) 1 252 pts, 

2 M van Veelen (NTJ 1 152, 3 J Bernard i 
INOFSJ 500. 

Star course : 1 G Becker (NOFS) 600, 
2 J Doick INT) 500, 3 J de Jager INTI 
500. 

Individual; 1 G Becker (NOFSJ 1 654, 
2 T Joubert INTI 1 313, 3M Wrig ht IWPI 
1 302. 

Dick Grace : 1 G Becker {NOFS) J 235. 
2 T Lcwi nson (WP) 2 404, 3 J Bcrnadi 
INOFSI 2 055. 

Pairs : 1 M Wright and S Woodbourne 
IWPI 684. 2 J Tapson IWPI and D Botha 
(NOFS) 640, 3 1 Summers and A van der 
Mcrwe (WPJ 584. 

Team : 1 WP 848, 2 Northern Free 
Stare 536, 3 Northern Transvaal 400. 

Overall : 1 Nort hern Free State 5 501, 
2 WP 4 604, 3 Northern Transvaal 4 335. 

****** 
AS there is a standardis
atio n of certificates, all 
divers who have com
pleted skipper certifi
cates through the South 
African Underwater 
Union are ui:ged to con
tact their clubs as to con
verting those into the 
Department of Trans
port certificates. More 
information from Alex 
Papayanni at tel 932-
6457 (w) or 72-2776 (h). ,._ 


