
Course change gets thunibs up 
AFTER a lapse of two years, 
the Agulhas race, known as one 
of the country's toughest yacht 
races, received a firm thumbs 
up signal from sailors last 
weekend. 

When it was last sailed in 
1991, the number of entries had 
dwindled to seven. So the deci
sion this year to change the 
turnmark from Mossel Bay to 
Struisbaai, just after Cape 
Agulhas, means it can be sailed 
in a weekend, and the move 
pulled a sizeable fleet back 
into the race. 

But conditions on the race 
can be taxing, as last weekend 
showed. There were winds 
gusting to 40 knots at the start 
in Hout Bay, as Namsea Chal
lenger, skippered by Padda 
Kuttel, led the 22-boat fleet 
across the start line for the 
punishing beat to Cape Point, 

and on to Cape Agulhas. 
The other big boats, Thun

derchild , Beluga and Voor
trekker II fought for position 
as they crossed to Hangklip 
and on to Gansbaai in 25 knot 
winds. Belugu, skippered by 
Dave Abromowitz, gained by 
staying close inshore, but the 

· tactic backfired when they got 
stuck fast in floa ting kelp and 
had to send a diver over to cut 
them free . 

Off Agulhas the fleet faced a 
pounding in bumpy cross-seas. 
The gusting winds caused a 
torn main and stay damage to 
Beluga, forcing her to retire. 

But it was the smaller boats 
that took the brunt as the wind 
and seas built, forcing a total 
of 10 boats from the race, 
many of them with crew debili
tated by sea sickness, and one 
with virtually all her sai ls 

blown out. 
Some of the fleet enjoyed the 

conditions. "It was good sailing, 
the ride back made it worth 
it," said Chris King, who skip
pered the Farr 38 magnum 
Ajax, which as Unibank won 
Rothmans Week. They were 
less than two minutes behind 
'Trekker II over the finish line 
at Cape Point, to take second 
place on PHRF handicap. 

First was the Simonis 35 
Wolpertinger, skippered by 
Jendo Ocenasek. On the return 
run, says Ocenasek, the yacht 
was reaching speeds of 20 
knots on the plane in the gust-
ing winds. · 

Results PHRF: Cruising Association Trophy 
first: Wolperttinger (Jendo Ocenasek). Ko
penhagen Trophy second : Ajac (Chris King). 
Lighthouse trophy third: Thunderchild (Rh~tt 
and Glen Goldswain). John Forde Trophy 
elapsed time: Namsea Challenger (Padda 
Kuttel ). Anglo Alpha Trophy first IMS: Chris 
King. 


