
PEOPLE whose idea of patadise 
is spendfog six pionths sailing 

"• 1 • 
aroi,md the Mediterranean on a 
27 metre luxury yacht will 
surely envy Tracy Nettelton. 

Tracy, an old Kingswoodian, 
recently returned to Graham
stown from the Greek isles from 
where she has been crewing on 
the master crafted, privately 
owned"yacht, Katouchka. 

Lady Luck smiled on Tracy, 
25, last year when she heard 
about an "excellent job" while 
cleaning boats in Rhodes har
bour in Greece. She applied and 
soon set sail on a week'sjourney 
from Rhodes, where the yacht is 
based, to the island of Corfu. 
island of Corfu. 

From Corfu, Tracy worked 
aboard the yacht as a hostess on 
charters sailing first around the 
south of Turkey and then around 
the Greek islands. 

"I was one of four crew mem
bers - three South Africans and 
an Italian captain - working on 
the yacht. As hostess I was in 
charge of looking after the 
mostly Italian guests and had 
generally to be at their beck and 
call all day until the last guest 
went to bed," said Tracy. 

"Our day began at about 
6.30ani when the c_r~'"-'-~a~ 
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darn hard work 

Full steam ahead ... Tracy Nettelton (left) and fellow crew members on the yacht 
Katouchka. 
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breakfast; and then I had to set 
the table and serve the guests' 
breakfast and at. about I pm 
serve lunch. The rest of the day 
I served drinks and cleaned cab
ins and, when the wind was 
strong enough, helped with the 
sailing," she said. 

"The guests did not always 
have supper on the boat and 
sometimes went ashore - then 
the crew would have the evening 
off. When the guests were not 
around we had great fun. We did 
a Jot of skiing using the yacht's 
two rubber ducks, and also 
windsurfed and fished," said 

Tracy. 
"The Mediterranean was gen

erally very calm and on one par
ticularly calm day we saw 
dolphins which was wonderful 
as they are a rare sight in the 
Meditteranean. 

"But another day - on the way 
to Corfu - we were caught in a 
storm and the boat was tilting 
almost completely on to its side 
with water pouring over the 
deck. I was in the cabin holding 
onto the cupboards thinking I 
was going to die," she said. 

"There was also a lot of hard 
work and when we moored at 

Rhodes at the end of the season, 
we had to revamish the boat and 
do a Jot o.f maintenance work," 
said Tracy. 

But she is looking forward to 
going back to Rhodes at the end 
of March to work during the 
next charter season from April 
to the end of September. 

She is not yet sure what she 
will do after that, but would like 
to continue travelling. Already a 
seasoned traveller, Tracy has 
also worked her way around Is
rael, Egypt, Austria, Holland, 
France, Portugal and Switzer
land. 

Looking tanned and glamorous in her swimming 
costume, Tracy Nettelton m akes sure everything is 
"shipshape" on the luxury ya ch t, Katouchka, in the 
Meditteranean. 




