
Mixed 'reaction for Steward's solo bid 
THE question posed in last 
week'~ . coJumn about ~dton 

111..Wllll'th:: solo circumnaviga
tion and the length of time it is 
taking drew both praise and 
criticism from readers - in 
fact a very mixed reaction 
judging by the sea mail this 
week. · 

" It's just one long yawn," 
said sailing personality Hilary 
Ralph" 

On the opposite tack was 
Belinda Barrett who said: 
" Steward could be the most 
courageous adventurer South 
Africa has ever seen," and goes 
on to say "Let us not detract 
from an achievement which has 
provided immeasurable inspira
tion .- to people all over the 
world." 

Taking a stronger line was 
Joanne Shepherd-Smith who 
said: "Anthony Steward, are 
you a man or a mouse? 

" The latter I would say. 
Judging by all the rests he's 
taken on his single-handed cir
cumnavigation of the globe in 
an open boat his journey has 
hardly been one of courage 
against all odds. 

"Nudging a whale here, sur
viving a gale there, aren't these 
things which one expects when 
bobbing about on the ocean 
wave? It's not a Mainstay ad
vertisement you're featuring in 
after all. Or is it? 
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"Come on ' Anthony, what 
happened to guts and determi
nation. Get on with the job you 
set out to do instead of irritat
ing the public with your public
ity-seeking and media-manipu
lating antics." 

Durban Olympic skipper 
Bruce Savage put a consi<ler
able amount of perspective on 
the question when he sa id: 
"Only those of us who have un
dertaken long ocean passages 
and have at times experienced 
the violence of storms or the 
frustration of calms can begin 
to appreciate what Anthony 
has achieved. The courage and 
fortitude shown by him so far 
is on a level with any other 
major challenge you care to 

· metion. 
" Perhaps less appreciated is 

his mental strength in enduring 
weeks on end of loneliness. He 
has done this for personal rea
sons and for the sake of break
ing one of the last great rec-

ords known to man. He has not 
done it for your, my, or anyone 
else's entertainmen(. 

· "The east coast of South 
Africa is one of the most 
treacherous sailing areas of the 
world combining freak wave 
conditions with sudden gales 
and ports are few and far be
tween. 

" No sensible yachtsman 
would consider sailing this 
stretch any other way other 
than that chosen by Anthony. 

" Perhaps, as he · nears the 
completion of his voyage, he 
has finally come to understand 
his own mortality and who 
would deprive him of his lap of 
glory down his home coast." 

Last _word on the subject goes 
to Stewa rd himself who called 
from Port Elizabeth this week 
and said: "There's no time factor 
involved in the passage. It's my j 
personal challenge and I'll do it in 
my own time. Sure, this last sec
tion has taken time but you must 
remember I was stuck in East 
London for 20 days and tried four 
times to leave but each time I was 
driven back by inaccurate weather 
forecasts I received. I was also in 
hospital for a while, but over that 
I have. no control whatsoever. 

"Having come this far and with 
the end in sight, I'd be crazy to 
start taking chances now. Even 
the American Webb Chiles took 
five years on his attempted cir
cumna vigatfon from San Diego 
and he only got as far as the Ca
nary Islands before giving up. 

"If I hadn't been shipwrecked I 
would have made it in one and a . 
half years." 
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