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Cape to Rio winner 
rewards SA yachting 
YACHTING in South Africa will receive a boost 
through funding from overall victor of the Rothmans 
Cape to Rio yacht race, German business tycoon 
Hasso Plattner. 

While he did not disclose the amount, Plattner, 
owner and skipper of the winning world-class IMS 50-
foot racer Morning Glory, has promised financial 
backing to aspirant yachtsmen to pursue the sport. 

There would be a "distinct donation" for "people 
in South Africa who were not able to participate in 
watersports/yachting because of colour," Plattner 
stated in a Jetter read on his behalf at the prize-giving 
at Rio on Monday. 

Apologising for not accepting the sought-after 
South Atlantic trophy in person, Plattner said: 
"While I was strnggling with my crew around the 
island of Ilha de Trindade to catch some wind , a 
storm blew our shares off the stock market at home. 
Now the investors are asking some nasty questions 
and all board members have to "stay on the bridge". 

Plattner added that everyone was familiar with 
the reasons why the Cape-to~Rio race had been on ice 
for the past 17 years. 

"I understand the complexity of South Africa 's 
domestic problems, but it is only through seeing each 
other and talking together that we will be able to im
prove the situation." 

He described the race as an unforgettable ex
perience. "The perfect organisation, the precise pre
dictions of the average windspeed, the IMS formula , 
the great start in Cape Town and the warm welcome 
in Rio were all things that I will never forget. " 

He said the crew of Morning Glory had done 
everything they could to provide spectacular racing 
- to the extent of blowing two spinnakers in the first 
two hours. 

But winning the South Atlantic trophy, he con
cluded, was a dream come true. It will come back to 
Cape Town and be displayed in Plattner's Constantia 
holiday home for the next three years. 

- Own Correspondent. 


