
Hout Bay Yacht Club 
prepares for regatta 

By TOSH LEVETT-HARDING 
MEMBERS OF Hout Bay Yacht Club - including 
international yachtsman John Martin - are going 
"full speed ahead" in preparation for the Admi
ral 's Cup regatta in April. 

Last year's event drew 43 entries from around the 
Peninsula said the convenor of this year's event, Mr 
John Coles. 

He said there would be many crack yachtsmen 
skippering big names such as Bossanova, Thunder
child and the AMC Classic Challenger which won 
the event last year with Greg Davis as skipper. 

Unfortunately Spilhaus, owned and sailed by Ted 
Kuttel , will not be taking part as it had to be 
abandoned after it ran aground in Mauritius before 
the start of the last year's Crystie Beachcomber 
Mauritius to South Africa race. 

'The sword' 
The regatta has once aga in been sponsored by 

Hout Bay businessman Mr Charles "The Admiral" 
Bates, who was responsible for saving the navy 
minesweeper SAS Pretoria from the scrapyard and 
mooring it in the picturesque harbour of Hout Bay 
- hence the name "The Admiral's Cup". 

Last year Bates presented a magnificent genuine 
admiral's sword encased in a solid teak and glass 
casket to the overall winner, Davis. 

The sword is the floating trophy for which this 
year's entrants will be competing. 

'Many new boats' 

The event will be held over the long weekend of 
April 4, 5 and 6. 

Coles said: "We took advantage of the long week
end as the public holiday falls on the Monday - so 
the race will take place over three days instead of 
two. 

"This will allow us to hold two round-the-buoy 
races and two medium-distance races of about 20 

miles each which will make the regatta even more 
exciting." 

Coles said that as thi s regatta was the first on the 
Western Province calendar for this year, many new 
boats would be using this regatta to test their 
speed. 

Once again there will be spectacular vantage 
points for the public along Chapman's Peak Drive 
and the public will be able to join in the festivities 
on Saturday April 4. The band Route 66 will enter
tain and there will be a marquee, a beer garden 
and food stalls. 

D For further information call (021) 790-3110. 
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