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LAST week's Mykonos offshore race 
will be remembered as the occasion 
when the two heavyweight yachts of 
South Africa finally squared up in a 
winner-takes-all contest. 

For the second year in succession, 
MBS Flyer, skippered by John Levin, 
took the IMS handicap honours, but 
Coldcor, with Dave Abromowitz at the 
helm, and Bossanova, skippered by 
Dave Bongers, were "at war" for the 
title of the undisputed fastest mono
hull in South Africa. 

At Langebaan on Saturday night, 
Bossanova's crew members were cele
brating a mighty triumph, having 
secured a five-minute Class One line
honours victory over their arch-rivals 
in the 214-mile race. 

The spoils of victory were all the 
more sweeter in view of the fact that 
Coldcor had persistantly beaten Bos
sanova in the Wednesday night Royal 
Cape Yacht Club races. 

The stakes were high and Coldcor, 
the Phil Southwell-designed down
wind flyer, started as favourite in a 
predominantly downwind race. 

The steady 15-to-20-knot southernly 
winds suited Coldcor at Thursday 
night's start, and the pundits predict
ed a record winning time ifthe weath
er stayed the same. 

But Coldcor were struck a cruel 
blow when Geoff Meek, felled by a 
bout of flu, was unable to sail. 

The Bossanova crew included three 
former Whitbread yachtsmen in 
Bongers, Padda Kuttel and Henry 
Hiddes. They were assisted by Rob 
Sharp, a brilliant navigator who had 
sailed the double-handed Transatlan
tic race with John Martin. 

Bongers, who showed that he had 
lost none of his famed skills, conceded 
that Coldcor held an ace in following 
winds. Early on, he played a tactical 
game - biding his time before pounc
ing on Coldcor's lead. 

Bossanova - tenaciously held on to 
Coldcor's by sailing in her stern wake 
downwind. However hard they tried, 
Abromowitz and Joe de Kock could 
not shake off the Alex Simonis-de
signed mini-maxi which was never 
more than half-a-mile astern. 

When the wind dropped near Lam
berts Bay and dense fog engulfed the 
fleet, Bongers made his move: "We 
hoisted our genoa first, which was a 
crucial tactical move, and after taking 
the lead, it was a case of covering her 
to the finish." 

Abromowitz vowed that there would 
be a re-match after Bongers had jocu
larly told . him that Coldcor finished 
last, and not second: "I'm satisfied 
that in strong downwind conditions 
we are far superior, but they have the 
edge in light conditions." 

It must be remembered, however, 
that on handicap neither of the mini
maxis featured. MBS Flyer took the 
IMS handicap spoils after a race-long 
fight between the fifty-footers Thun
derchild (Vince Goldswain) and Picas
so (Ray Alexander), Ian Martin's 43-
foot speedster Calidus and the former 
French Admiral's Cup boat, Chlora
matic, skippered by Craig Middleton. 

Levin, delighted with his victory, 
said afterwards that it had been a 
brilliant race which MBS Flyer had 
sailed under spinnaker for virtually 

the whole course as the wind had 
switched to north after Lamberts Bay. 

Second on handicap was Chloroma
tic, followed by Calidus, giving Martin 
the satisfying handicap finish he and 
his crew had recently been denied. 

The Simonis-35 contest was won by 
class designer Alex Simonis on Si
monis Foretech, who beat out-of-form 
Greg Davis on AMC Classic Challen
ger. 

**** * 
THEY doubted his sanity a year ago 
when he started his quest to become 
the first man to circumnaviate the 
globe in an open boat, but with 6 000 
miles left to sail Anthony Steward 
seems to be having the last laugh. 

And, now armed with a sponsorship 
from Hollard Insurance, Steward will 
shortly begin his record-breaking sail
ing attempt's final leg, from Brisbane 
in Australia to South Africa. 

On February 19 last year, the plucky 
yachtsman set out from Table Bay in 
his 5,8-metre NCS Challenger -with a 
sextant, a compass and no radio. But 
sponsorship funds have now enabled 
him to purchase a radio and a dry suit. 

An elated Steward, who has been in 
South Africa waiting out the hurri
cane season, said that his tiny boat 
had continuosly been swept by the 
waves and he had been plagued by 
painful salt sores. 

"The dry suit will prevent the erup
tion of salt sores and will keep me 
warm at night. It will be strange not to 
wake up soaked to the skin." 

* **** 
THE Formula One world champion, 
jonathan Jones of Wales, will lead a 
line-up of 19 of the world's top inter
national powerboat pilots against 
South Africa's best in the Lindenberg 
Marine SA Grand Prix in Durban on 
Sunday, March 15. 

SA Formula One powerboating, rat
ed among the most competitive in the 
world, faces its biggest-ever test in 
this first-ever local Grand Prix at 
which three world champions will be 
seeking top honours. 

Germany's Michael Werner, second 
in the world iast year, and Britain's 
John Hill, a three-time Formula One 
champion, have confirmed their en
tries along with countrymen Steve 
Kerton, Andrew Elliot, Tony Williams, 
Dene Stallard and Phil Duggan. 

Other international competitors 
will be Guido Cappellini, Fabrizio 
Bocca, Mike Zamparelli, Arturo Ber
nasconi (all from Italy), Bertil Wik, 
Pelle Brolin, Thomas Eriksson (all 
from Sweden), Yutaka Sugihara (Ja
pan) and the world 's only female Fl 
pilot, Australia's Kay Marshall. 

* *** * 
THE Stellenbosch University team 
wasted a wonderful opportunity to up
set log-leaders SACS Old Boys in their 
Western Province Premier League 
waterpolo match last week. 

The Maties should have wrapped up 
the match in the first two chukkas but 
squandered numerous chances. At the 
end of the third chukka, the score was 
4-4, but untidy play by the students 
thereafter allowed SACS OB to run 
out 8-5 winners. 

Olh• Premier l.Mgue results 
Vikings 15 Gordons 10, UCT 10 Rondebosch 6, Stellenbosch 

University 9 Gordons 5, Vikings 11 UCT 10. 
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