
Po<i>I 

Back In a safe P<>rt ... the three South Africans who made a daring escape ·from Mozambique 
aboard their yacht, Coralita, are (from the left) ~ICHAEL BAILEY, RICHARD BAILEY ·and ALAN 

YB~D.~LL, the boat's skipper. - AP 

'Mozambique Government silent on 
MAPUTO - No reaction 
has been received from the 
.Mozambique Government 
to the escape of three South 
Africans a board their 
yacht , Corolita, from 
Maputo harbour. · 

Radio Mozambique 
today reported the escape, 
but neither- Mozambican 
newspapers nor AIM, the 
official Mozambican news 
agency, have mentioned the 
incidenl -

The yacht was seized by 
Mozambican authorities, 
who claimed her crew loot
ed shipwrecks off the Mo
zambican coast. 

But Corolita skipper· Al
lan Ubsdell yesterday de
nied all the allegations 
made against him and his 
crew. 

Mr Ubsdell arrived with · 
, fellow crewmen; brothers 

SA yaChtsmen's escape 
Mike and Richard Bailey, 
in Richards Bay harbour 
yesterday afternoon after 
their daring midnight es- · 
cape. 

The men made their es
. cape, taking with them 
their impounded yacht, 
when their armed _guard 
briefly left their mooring. · 

Mr Ubsdell said the 
yacht ;fnd its crew were ar
rested off lnhaca Island on 
January 28. 

The crew were fined 
R20 000 and the yacht im
pounded. 

Their escape has cau5ed 
consternation among other 
South African yachtsmen. 
. SA Cruising Association 
chairman Richard Crockett 

said be was almost certain 
the incident would put paid / 
to any further visits by 
local yachts to Mozambi
can ports and islands. 

Department of Foreign 
Affairs legal experts have I 
begun probing the sensitive 
issue, but a spokesman de
clined to comment yester
day. 

He said SA authorities 
were in contact with their 
Mozambican counterparts, 
but no decision had yet 
been made. 

He pointed out that SA 
bad no extradition treaty 
with Mozambique, which 
made it highly unlikely that · 
the yachtsmen would be re
turned to Maputo. 
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