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Bulgarian Hope aiming for starting line 
THE political upheaval "that bas 
produced new freedoms in East
ern Europe is reflected in the 
Whitbread Round The World 
Race which starts off Ports
mouth next September. 

Bulgaria are the most recent 
country to produce a team who 
hope to express their national 
identity and new commercial 
freedom by participating in The 
Whitbread. There are also reg
istrations from Russia, Ukraine 
and Croatia. 
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Hope", a syndicate which needs 
Western sponsorship. 

Grekov, 30 years old, bas 
been the Bulgarian Quarter
Tonner champion since be was 
15 years old. More recently be 
bas been able to compete in in
ternational regattas, including 
the Sardinia Cup and the Tour 
de France de Voile - an expe
rience which convinced him that 
bis team would offer good value
to sponsors. 

"On the Tour de France de 
Voile our budget was about one
tenth of the lowest budget team, 
so I know we can do it a lot 
cheaper thah most," said Gre
kov, who is looking for USSl
million. Bulgarian Airlines have 
already pledged free air travel. 

"Bulgarian Hope" is consid
ering several options including 
either a J 60 or chartering an 
existing Maxi. 

Ivan Grekov, who said be runs 
the first private yachting firm in 
Bulgaria, beads "Bulgarian 
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Grekov said be bad already 

selected three watch. leaders and 
would bold "qualification trials" · 
for the rest of the crew. 

"We will have an all-Bulgari
an crew, although we may hire a 
Whitbread veteran for the first 
two legs," be said. 

The most advanced Eastern 
European syndicate is "Odessa 
200", a Russian-Ukraine-/USA 
joint venture. The bull is nearing 
completion and will be shipped 
from Gorky, Russia, to Tampa, 
Florida, USA, on February 29. 
The boat will be completed 
there and launched in April. 


