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DURBAN. - What do you 
promise the girl of your 
dreams? 

With adventurer Ant Stew
art, the Durban attorney cur
rently sailing alone around the 
world in history's smallest 
open ocean yacht, the answer 
is simple. An ulcer. 

While in South Africa sitting 
out the Pacific hurricane sea
son, he proposed to Port Eliza
beth beauty Sue Middleton. 
Their engagement, rooted in a 
teenage crush a decade ago, 
will consist of static radio re
ports of the final and most 
treacherous leg of Ant's epic 
journey: a non-stop 2 000 nauti
cal mile dash from Darwin to 
Durban. Sue accepted Ant's 
proposal on Tuesday night, and 
has resigned herself to the fact 
that the next two months will 
be .;I . shoreside vigil. 

"Of course I'll be worried, 
but Ant is a survivor. He'll get 
back all right." 

Says Sue's father, veteran 
yachtsman Chris Middleton: 
"He's lucky I'm a man of the 
sea and understand bis obses
sion. A landlubber would have 
asked a heap of questions about 
what be can do to keep my 
daughter in the style to which 
she is accustomed!" 

Ant bas spent the past eight 
months crossing the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans, alone d 
in an open 4 metre boat, 
Challenger. Only the Indian 
Ocean remains. 

"I'm going north of Madagas
car to miss the southern 
storms and then catch the Mo
zambique current to Durban," 
'he says. "But it will be touch 
and go, if I don't get good rains 
I'll run out of water and have 
to pull into one of the islands. I 
want to do it fast to get home 
to Sue and also score another 
small boat record, the longest 
and fastest non-stop journey ,l 
ever." ' 
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