
.S-rA--R 5'., 3 -- q I 

Martin f u.11 of praise for rescue.r Reed 
By-Dave Beattie 

John MaFtin, plucked 
from his sinking yacht in 
the Southern Ocean by 
fellow-Springbok Bertie 
Reed late last month, 
will be on hand at Pu11te 
del Este, Uruguay, at fhe 
weekend, when Reed's 
Grinaker finishes the 
penultimate leg of the 
BOC round the world 
race. 

Martin's boat, Allied 
Bank, was sinking after · 
hitting a submerged ice
berg, when Reed came to 
the rescue. 

In a telephone call 
from Punte Arenas, near 
the southernmost tip of 
South America, last 
night, Martin said: "I'm 
waiting for a plane to 

take me to Santiago, and 
then I want to make for 
Punte del Este. I must be 
there to welcome Bertie 
and to help him. 

"He did me one hellu
va favour. I can never 
thank him enough, and 
the same goes for Jeanne 
van Rooyen, for all her 
work at our race base in 
Cape Town, and of 
course, the Chilean 
navy." 

On Sunday, Martin 
transferred from Reed's 
yacht just south of the 
sub-continent to a Chil
ean patrol ship - a 
inove that would allow 
Reed to complete his 
dream of being the first 
to go solo around Cape 
Horn three times. 

The notorious weather 

around Cape Horn failed 
to live up to its reputa
tion when Martin 
changed vessels. 

"It was a day in a mil
lion," said Martin. "The 
sea was flat and there 
was only about rn knots 
of wind." 

There were- two more 
transfers, to a torpedo 
boat and then a supply 
ship, b;~fore Martin final
ly got his feet back on 
the ground. " Now I'm 
just waiting on a plane to 
Santiago." 

Martin has tried to 
help Reed, too, by offer
ing him the services of 
his weather router, 
Frenchman Jean-Yves 
'Bernot. 

Asked about the disap
pointment of losing. Al-

lied Bank - he had to 
pull the plugs on her 
when he abandoned ship 
- Martin said: "I don't 

. think one ever really 
gets over that kind of 
thing. I've just tried to 
switch off emotionally. 
It's gone, and that's life." 

Reacting to the news 
that Allied Bank were 
considering another boat, 
Martin said: "When I get 
back there is a lot to dis
cuss. But ·it is nice to 
know that Allied are 
thinking of standing by 
me and yachting. If we 
could build a new boat, it 
would be different, more 
versatile. Allied Bank 
was one of a kind, built 
for a specific purpose. 
She was ahead of her 
time." 


