
Three · times 
lucky as Reed 
rounds Horn 
By GRAHAM LIZAMORE 
Yachting Reporter 

SPRINGBOK yachtsman Bertie · 
Reed, who became the first South 
African solo yachtsman to round 
the dreaded Cape Horn at the tip 
of South America three times -
considers himself a very lucky 
man. 

Speaking to The Argus from Grin
aker today as he neared the Falkland 
Islands on the last leg to Punta del 

J Este, he said he had rounded the Horn 
i:n windspeeds-~of- almut- rn knots. --

"I must be the luckiest guy in the 
world," he said.· 

Jagged rocks 
For yachtsman, particularly solo 

sailors, rounding this pointed cliff ris
ing from the Southern Ocean amid a 
horror of jagged rocks and malevo
lent waves, Cape Horn is the ultimate 
challenge - it is the Everest of the 
sea. 

In the first 1982/83 BOC Challenge, 
Reed also rounded the Horn in a light 
10 knot wind and in the 1986/87 BOC 
Challenge, he had 18 knots and experi
enced no problems on either rounding. 

This weekend Cape Horn was again 
kind to South Africa's master solo
y ac h tsman when he successfully 
~--·--

' 
transferred his shipwrecked country-

1 

man, John Martin, to a Chilean mine
sweeper about six miles before the 
Horn. 

A predicted 120 km / h storm at 
Cape Horn, which threatened to be
devil the transfer, did not materialise. 
Instead the operation was carried out 
in light winds and quiet waters. 

On Saturday night after the trans
fer and Cape Horn under his belt, Ber

. tie uncorked a bottle of Chilean red 
wine and drank a toast to his luck and 
his Cape Horn hat-trick. 

Today, Reed, who is now lying in 
seventb P?Sition, said there h~d been I 
a delay rn the transfer while the · 
minesweeper waited for a Chilean 
aircraft with photographers and a 
video crew to film the operation. Mar
tin's race co-ordinator, Miss Jeanne 
Van Rooyen, and a South African 
journalist were also on the aircraft, 
he said. 

Reed said the minesweeper, Gal
varino, sent out an inflatable dinghy 
to fetch Martin. The crew of five, in
cluding an officer, came on board 
Grinaker with gas, apples and a bottle 
of wine. 

Reed said he was delighted with his 
progress but was wary of a northerly 
gale that he might have to sail into. 
He said he expected to arrive in Pun-J 
ta del Este on Saturday. 


