
'Parkie' will 
def end his title 

IAIN Park-Ross, current 
holder of the Mauritius 
to Durb tic Bea 
fCOtnT» an icap Tro-
phy , will defend his 
crown in the prestige 
race this year. 

Park-Ross, who is also 
the current Point Yacht 
Club Yachtsman of the 
Year, won the 1989 race 
in one of the most excit
ing contests ever. On one 
occasion, Park-Ross and 
his crew aboard the L34 
class yacht 'Close Again' 
sailed through the night 
in a howling 40 knot 
storm with Park-Ross at 
the helm and a crew
member shining a torch 
on the spinmaker so they 
could constantly check 
the sail trim. 

This time 'Parkie' -
as he is popularly known 
in the yachting fraternity 
- will be sailing a big
ger boat, a Sovereign 54 
owned by Harrismith 
businessman Louis Laus
ber g. And he believes 
they again stand an ex
cellent chance of a hand
icap win. 

"The boat, 'Moonpath', 
is presently still being 
fitted out, and she is a 
16,5m Phil Southwell de
sign," says Park-Ross. 
"Southwell designed 'Get 
More Fun' which· broke 
the line honours record 
in the 1989 race, so we 
believe we have a winner 
here as well. 

"I'm getting a top 
crew and we are putting 
together a really profes
sional ca~paign." 

There are expected to 
be several Sovereign 54s 
in the race, possibly 
making this a 'race with
in a race ' contest. The 
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first Sovereign is sche
duled to be launched in 
10 days time, and be
longs to Cape Town 's 
Dave Abromowitz. He is 
being touted as a poten
tial entrant in this class 
as he has had line hon
ours wins in two previ
ous Crystie Beachcomb
er Crossings. 

However ; Ambro 
mowitz, as usual, is play
ing his cards close to his 
chest and has not com
mitted himself as it is 
believed he would like to 
have a full go at winning 
line honours again. 

This is the third entry 
for the 1 600 nautical 
mile race - considered 
the most prestigious 
blue-water contest in the 
Indian Ocean - with 
crack Durban skippers 
Dereck Warne and Craig 
Lanham-Love already 
having their entries in. 
The race starts on Sep
tember 21, and like the 
previous event, it is ex
pected that almost all 
top South African racing 
crews will be at the 
starting line. \"' 
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