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Challenging the sea single·bandedlJ 
BOC round-the-world race regarded as one of the toughest events in the world 

T
HE men and 
one woman 
taking part in 
the BOC Chal

lenge are not on the 
No 10 bus to Punta 
del Este via Cape 
Horn. · 

They come from all 
walks of life. There is a 
taxi driver from 
Japan, a US newspaper 
editor, a French deep 
sea diver, e s tate 
agents, a · submariner, a 
writer, a political refu
gee from Czechoslova
kia, a woman fisheries 
biologist, and of course 
a number of merchant 
seamen. 

These single-handed 
sailors in the four-stage 
round the world race 
have one thing in com
mon: the finest combina
tion of skill, stamina and 
strength of character. 

They are unique in 
possessing and applying 
these talents to one of 
the toughest challenges 
on the planet. 

Anything that we on 
land take for granted, 
such as water, food, doc
tors, dentists and sleep 
are luxuries that the solo 
sailor, with his responsi
bilities to his sponsors 
and his over-riding am
bition to win, can ill-af
ford. 

It was a dark, foggy 
night when South African 
John Martin, overall 
leader of the BOC Chal
lenge, hit the growler -
a submerged chunk of 
ice that had broken off 
an iceberg. 

Growlers are impossi
ble to spot on radar, but 
the front runners on the 
third leg to Punta del 
Este were, like Martin, 
prepared to dice with the 
ultimate danger of col
liding with one. 

The stakes are high. 
For Martin, get ting to 
Punta del Es te firs t 
meant he could deposit 
another Rl25 000 bonus 
from his sponsors, Allied 
Bank. Although he did 
not win the leg from 
Newport to Cape town, 
if he won the remaining 

~ee legs he stood to 
an incredible 
Ulion, including 

the $100 000 prize for the 
overall winner. 

He had gambled 
against hitting ice on the 
leg from Cape Town to 
Sydney and won. This 
week, however, he lost. 

Race leader Alain 
Gautier (Generali Con
corde) is still charging 
through a growler-infest
ed sea with countryman 
Christophe Auguin 
(Groupe Sceta) close by. 

Veterans Bertie Reed 
and Philippe Jeantot 
have the distinction of 
being the only yachts
men competing in their 
third BOC Challenge. 

The first BOC, partic
ularly the second leg 
from Cape Town. to Syd
ney, was a nightmare for 
the entrants. 

The race started on 
November 13, 1982 with 
a howling gale and less 
than 24 hours later Fan
tasy returned to Cape 
Town for repairs after 
being damaged in heavy 
seas. Three days out, 
Koden Okera and Moon
shine were knocked 
down, a week later Glad
iator returned to Cape 
Town with self-steering 
problems and retired. 

Ten days after the 
start Leda Pier One suf
fered a broken forestay 
in heavy seas, and just 
four days later, Ratso II 
was knocked down. 

Two weeks out of Cape 
Town Lady Pepperell 
pitchpoled and her skip
per was rescued. Two 
days later in the same 
storm Credit Agricole 
was knocked down and 
the next day Nike II was 
too. 

In the next 10 days 
Skoiern III, City of Dun
edin and Altech Voor
tekker (Bertie Reed) and 
Rasto II were knocked 
down. 

After making repairs 
in Sydney the fleet, now 
reduced to 10, prepared 
for the long haul through 
the world's most inhos
pitable ocean around 
Cape Horn to Rio de Jan-
eiro. ' 

The log is again a re
minder of the ferocity of 
the ocean and the risks 
taken by those who dare 
, to take it on. Bertie Reed 

As South African yachtsman John Martin 
fights to save his yacht, Allied Bank, and him
self after hitting a growler in the BOC round
the-world race this week, Daily News Yachting 
Correspondent GRAHAM LIZAMORE takes a 
look at the men and women who take up 
the challenge of facing the sea single-handed. 

ETERAN BOC Challenger South Afri9an Ber
t Reed gets a hug from his wife Pat as he 

rrives at Cape Town in eighth position. Bertie 
as completed three BOC Challenges. 

i Altech Voortrekker 
as again knocked down. 

o days later it was 
redit Agricole. Then 
erserverance of Medina 
ruck a whale and 
oonshine was knocked 
wn, followed by Lada· 

ier One and Skoiern III 
'tchpoled. 
Two days later Perser

erance of Medina mira
lously found the sink
g Skoiern III and re
ed Jacques de Roux in 
orm conditions. A cou
le of days later Perser
erance of Medina was 
nocked down and City 
f Dunedin ran aground 

the Falklands. 
In the words of Ri

h ard Giordano, the 
hairman of the BOC 
fter the 1983 race: "We 
re attracted to these 
ailors because they 
ave guts, endurance, 
nd resolve and they 
now how to evaluate 
nd choose between hard 
lternatives." 

South Africa's two en
trants in this race are 
not only internationally 
respected but ne, John 
Martin was le,ding the 
race until his mishap this 
week. Both eed and 
Martin have st d out in 
international s lo racing 
and have go a long 
way towards reaking 
the formidabl hold the 
French hav had on 
short handed iling for 
decades. 

Reed finish 
in the first B 
outclassed 1 
trekker which 
for a 1968 sin 
transatlanti 
which he also 
ond. 

In Stabilo 
completed t 
BOC and cam 

The presen 
been a frust 
for Reed. Al 
boat has the tential to 
win, he has be n plagued 
by rudder pto ems. 

JOHN MARTIN, in the cockpit of Allied Bank, 
as he arrived ~n Sydney's Darling Harbour after 
winning the second leg tom Cape Town. 

Alain Gautier sailing Generali 
in the lead among growlers and 

A FILE picture of John Martir:i's high-tech single-handed racer Allied Bank before it struck a 
growler in the BOC Round-The-World Challenge. 

o.rtage to main 
structural bNm 
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A DIAGRAM showing the area damaged by the collision . 


