
THE singlehanded 
bluewater sailing acts of 
John Martin and Bertie 
Reed are hard to follow. 

But Anthony Steward, a 
rel~tively unknown law
yer-cum-sailor from Cape 
Town, is going to try, and 
he could well upstage 
South· Africa's finest solo 
yachtsmen. · 

It takes a special breed 
of man to hurl himself at 
the might of the sea, the 
whims of the weather. 

Even acknowledging the 
comparative safety of 
today's streamlined, high
tech 50 or SO-footers, there 
is a feeling that it would be 
less risky to rollerskate on 
the Ml in the rush hour; 
that the inequality of odds 
in the confrontation be- . 

/ 

Another buoyant lone mariner sets sail 
tween man and sea is such 
that even thinking about it 
borders on madness. 

And if they would say 
that of Martin and Co, they 
would surely conclude that 
a man attempting a cir
cumnavigation in a 19 ft 
open boat with no mod 
cons must have over
stepped those borders. 

But, crazy or not, that is 
exactly what Steward (27) 
plans to do. The project, 
sponsored by NCS Resins, 
will be floated today when 
the former Vereeniging 
schoolboy slips his little 
craft into the water in 
Cape Town for the first 
step towards the realisa-
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tion of a life-long dream. 
Ahead lies thousands of 

sea miles that will take 
NCS Cballenpr across the 
Atlantic, through Panama, 
across the Pacific, and 
eventually b~ck into the 
Indian Ocean, and Mauri
tius. 

It will mean months · of 
danger and discomfort. 
There will be no protection 
against the elements, no 

place to hide. There will be 
searing heat, freezing cold. 
Continually, it will be wet. 
Steward will be like a 
goldfish in an extremely 
large bowl. 

But if he survives, and 
times it right, Steward will 
take a busman's holiday by 
joining a ·yacht for the 
fpntic Beachcomber race 
touroan· lh September, 
before flying back to 

Mauritius,· retrieving his 
boat, and completing the 
circumnavigation. 

Four years of planning 
have gone into the venture 
and Steward's confidence 
is built on thousands of 
miles of dinghy and keel
bo~t sailing, 

He is unafraid of the 
sea. "There's more danger 
of being mugged in Pana
ma than falling over
board," he says. "The big
gest dangers on the water 
are also man-made; like 
being run down by a tank
er. The Challenger is a 
sturdy little boat and she 
will right herself easily if 
we're rolled. Loneliness is 

no problem; I enjoy soli
tude." 

Success would make 
him the first open-boat 
sailor to do a circumnavi
gation - and that would 
earn him a place in the 
Guinness Book of Records. 

But Steward is not con
cerned that. For him, it is 
simply the ultimate chal
lenge. And it's not mad
ness. 

"This would not be the 
smallest. boat to sail 
around the world," he said. 
"Although his b<iat had a 
cabin , an Australian 
named Serio Testa did it in 
a 14-footer. Now, that's 
what I would call crazy!" 
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