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A smiling Anthony Steward, 27, waves as he begins his Incredible voyage in a bid to be 
the first person to sail around the world in an open boat. The minute cockpit of 5,8m 
NCS Challenge wlll be his bed, office and galley during the 27 000 nautical mile trip. 

OPEN BOAT SAILOR SETS OUT 
By GRAHAM LIZAMORE 

Yachting Reporter 

A KISS from a sweetheart, a teddy 
1 bear, biltong; a bottle of w,lile, and 

the yachts that came to say goodbye 
will be etched lilto solo yachtsman 

1 Anthony Steward's mlild as be beads 
for St Helena Island on the first leg 
of his bid to be the first solo yacbts-

1 man to sail an open boat around the 
world. · 

An armada the 
tiny but fast t of 
the harbour to eg1n the 27 000-mile 

1 
circumnavigation. . 

Less than an 'hour before, bis fa
ther Ronnie and a few friends were 

frantically setting the self-steering 
gear while Anthony was packing a 
mountain of equipment and supplies 
into the 5,8m yacht. 

Anthony will spend the next nine 
months sleeping in the cockpit with 
only a spray dodger to protect him 
the sun and rain. His food, mostly 
fish, will be cocked on a small gas 
stove. 

But almost to the planned minute 
of bis set departure time, Anthony 
set the shimmering blue sails of NCS 
Challenge and led the flotilla of 16 
yachts out of Table Bay and made 
for Robben Island. · 

A cheer went up when the Bertie's 

Landing catamaran Tigre handed 
over a blue teddy bear to the tall 
yachtsman. Other yachts came 
alongside with biltong and a bottle 
of wine. 

About a three miles off Robben Is
land his girlfriend, Karin Olsen, an 
American geochemist at UCT, ap
proached the yacht in a rubber din
ghy and - to loud cheers - kissed 
the lone sailor goodbye. 

Then shouting: "I'm glad to be off 
and away from beaurocracy!" An
thony waved a final goodbye, blew a 
kiss to Karin and then be was alone 
on the open sea with his small boat 
and a dream to fulfil. 
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