
Park-Ross to defend 
·Indian Ocean title 

By Dave Beattie 

Point Yacht Club's 
"Yachtsman of the Year" 
Iain Park-Ross, verall 
winner of the st c 
Beachcomber Mauritius 
to Durban race, will be 
defending his title in Sep
tember. 

Ace helmsman Park
Ross, who took handicap 
honours in the 1989 race 
on the L34 Class yacht 
Close Again, yesterday 

. confirmed his entry -
but this time he'll be , 
sailing a 54-foot Sover
eign owned by Harri
smith businessman Louis 
Lausberg. 

"Parkie" believes he 
could be in the hunt for . 
handicap honours again. 

"I'm getting a top 
crew and we're putting 
together a really profes
sional campaign," he 
said. 

1 The yacht, called 
Moonpath, is still being 
fitted out. It is designed 

by Phil Southwell, the 
man who designed Get 
More Fun, which took 
line honours and broke 
the record in the last 
race. 

Several Sovereign 54s 
are expected to line up in 
Mauritius on September 
21. The first, owned by 
Cape Town's Dave Abro
mow i tz, is due to be 
launched soon. 

Classic 
Abromowitz has not 

yet confirmed his entry, 
but it is believed he 
would like to add to his 
two previous successes 
in the Crystie Beach
comber. 

Moonpath is the third 
entry for the 1600-nauti
ca l mile race. Crack 
Durban skippers Deeck 
Warne and Craig Lan
ham-Love were the first 
two .in. Race organisers 
expect most of the coun
try's top yachtsmen to 
enter the Indian Ocean 

classic. 
•The NSRI charity re
gatta at the East Rand 1 
Yacht Club raised al
most Rl 000 for Station 
11, Port Alfred, at the 
weekend. 

Lasers formed the lar
gest fleet, with Bruce 
Cameron (Benoni SC) 
proving best in the li_ght 
winds. Other guest sail
ors among the prizes 
were Martin Prest (Wits) 
and Grant Hughes (Ben-
oni). . 

In the GP14s, the Bro
velli family got the bet
ter of the Bennetts, and 
in the Fireballs, first 
spot was shared between 
Neil le Blanc and Peter 
Hew, and Keith Richards 
and Tony Seebrichts. 

But there was joy for 
Judy and Peter Franz in 
the last race. 

Angus Spurr won the 
Optimist Class with 
Kerry Hawkins, who sa
crificed her last race to 
join her father in the 
GP14s, coming second. 

In the second selection 
series in the Tugela-Vaal 
regatta, 28 Fireballs 
turned out. Rob de Vlieg 
and Steve Baum won 
with two firsts. Martin 
Lampbrecht and Alex 
Lanham-Love had 'a first 
and two seconds to grab 
second spot. Pat Mitchell 
and Tony de Vierra were 
third, and others to do 
well were Clive Walker 
and Jeremy Rossaak, 
Robbie Tarbaton, Gavin 
Horn and Bradley Kuhn. 

The third selection se! 
ries will be sailed off 
Durban from March 1-3, 
The last of the series wili 
be the Fireball national 
championships, and a 
team will then be chosen 
for the next world cham~ 
pionships. ------
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