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John Martin 
in good cheer 
as he closes 
on the leader 
GRAHAM LIZAMORE 
Yachting Reporter 
JOHN MARTIN'S sag
ging spirits received a 
boost when he gained al
most 50 miles in 24 
hours on race leader 
Alain Gautier's Generali 
Concorde. 

Flying a spinaker and 
averaging 10 knots, an 
elated Martin reported 
this morning that he had 
sailed Allied Bank to al
most 59S and was on the 
lookout for ice. His rout
er, Jean-Yves Bernot, 
warned the Springbok 
last night to watch the 
water temperature as 
icebergs could be ex
pected once the sea tem
perature dropped to two 
degrees. 

Speaking to his race 
co-ordinator in Cape 
Town , Ms Jeanne van 
Rooyen, Martin said he 
was sailing with his eyes 
peeled for growlers 
(submerged ice) since 
the sea temperature had 
dropped to four degrees. ( 
The cabin temperature 
on Allied Bank had also 
fallen rapidly and was 
at a chilling nine de
grees this morning. 

Still sailing further 
south than Martin, Gau
tier and Christophe Au
guin (Groupe Sceta) 
found themselved locked 
in light winds which re
duced their speed to six 
knots and five knots re
spectively. Martin is 
still in third place. · Ber
tie Reed is ninth. 

Martin expressed his 
best wishes to local 
yachtsman Anthony 
Stewart and"welcomed 
the daring young sailor 
into the ranks of solo 
sailors. 

Stewart, 27, who is 
confident his foam-filled 
boat is unsinkable, sets 

off on Saturday to be
come the first person to 
sail an open boat single
handed around the 
world. 

Stewart, sitting in the 
cockpit of the specially
designed 5,8m NCS Chal
lenger, plans to follow 
the trade winds to St 
Helena and the Panama 
Canal, Galapagos, 
through the Pacific to 
Mauritius. 

There he plans to join 
a crew racing the coun
try's premier ocean con-
test, the ~C Beach· 
coi Crqssina to 
Iturb , fly bac1c to 
Mauritius and complete 
the trip in his open boat 
to Cape Town. 

The circumnavigation 
of the world in lin open 
boat has been described 
as the final challenge 
the sea has to offer. It 
will also qualify for en
try in the Guinness Book 
of Records. 
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