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AL THOUGH still lying 
third, John Martin has 
been unable to match the 
speed of Frenchman 
Alain Gautier, in Generali 
Concorde, who is leading 
the BOC Challenge fleet 
10 days after the start in 
Sydney. 

Allied Bank is trailing 
Gautier by 124 sea miles 
and, according to race 
headquarters. Martin's 
best speed of 13,3 knots 
is simply not enough to 
catch Generali Concorde 
which is doing 15,8 knots. 

Gautier was first to 
cross the finish line in 
Cape Town in a record 37 
days 11 hours. In spite of 
a 16,5 hour penalty for 
arrivin� late for the start 

Martin struggling 
to catch Gautier 

in Newport, he is only 21 
hours behind Martin, the 
overall leader to Sydney. 

Group Sceta sailed by 
Christophe Auguin is 
lying second, 60 sea miles 
ahead of Allied Bank. 

Martin said yesterday 
he had moved further 
south to pick up stronger 
winds. If Gautier, sailing 
further south than Mar
tin, does not pick up the 
same winds, the South 
African could move into 
second position. 

Philippe Jeantot, 

whose Credit Agricole IV 
was knocked down badly 
last week, has shown that 
he is still a force to be 
reckoned with. After re
pamng his damaged 
boom and mainsail he is 
doing 14,4 knots, lying 
about 168 sea miles be
hind Alain Gautier in 
sixth position. 

Dave Adams (Inn
keeper) and Mike Plant 
(Duracell) have crept 
into fourth and fifth posi
tion and are within 40 sea 

miles of each other. 
Martin said both yachts 

were sailing very well and 
could set up quite a chal
lenge to the leaders as the 
race progresses. 

Springbok Bertie Reed 
in Grinaker is about 260 
sea miles behind the 
leader in 1 Ith place with 
Isabelle Autissier 
(Ecureuil) 17 sea miles 
ahead of him in IOth 
place. 

Race headquarters also 
reported that Paul 
Thackaberry's Volcano 
had sailed from Bluff on 
New Zealand's south is
land after putting in for 
fresh diesel supplies. 




