
'Fireball Bill' rides his 
luck and the wind 
Luck played its unpre
dictable part on the 
glassy waters of the East 
Rand Yacht Club on Sun
day morning - and 
"Fireball Bill" Le Roux 
made the most of it. 

Catching a welcome 
puff at the start, the club 
commodore disappeared 
into the distance, win
ning by such a large 
margin that he took 
handicap honours as 
well. 

Tom Dooley, sailing 
his Laser, crafted his 
way from puff to puff to 
win his class handsome
ly, but in the GP 14 
Class, things were 
tougher, with crews bat
tling just to keep their 
boats moving. 

Ken and Mark Ben-

netts had their early lead 
taken away by the Bro
velli's (Carla and Gia
vanni) who in turn were 
wiped out by Tim Brown. 

But on the last beat, 
the Bennetts were fa
voured by the fluky wind, 
and got in first. In the 
Optimist Class, Alister 
Dooley, sailing the boat 
for the first time, pipped 
Angus Spurr by metres. 

The afternoon race 
was a series within a se
ries. The first. lap is 
timed and a class handi
cap applied to yield a 
Top Gun result, and the 
main race was the se
venth in the Cecil Donne 
Series. 

In a six to eight knot 
wind, gusting to 15 knots, 
the first three boats 

home were the GP 14s of 
the Bennetts, Brovellis 
and Spurrs. However, 
Gavin Horn and Bradley 
Kuhn still have a narrow 
lead in the Top Gun Se
ries. 

In the Cecil Donne 
event, Colebank and Van 
Schie sailed faultlessly to 
win the Fireball race 
and the Bennetts reco
vered to take first spot in 
the GP 14s. 

This weekend, the club 
hosts the NSRI charity 
regatta, starting at 2 pm 
on Saturday. All dinghy 
sailors are invited. 

At Sterkfontein, the 
Fireballs will be in ac
tion in the Tugela-Vaal, 
aiming to grab a place in 
the Worlds team. 




