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ETERAN 
Portuguese 
sailor Emilo 
de Sousa, who 

skippered the Dias 
Caravel from Portu
gal to Mossel Bay to 
mark the 500th anni
versary of the disco
very of the Cape sea 
route, is to skipper a 
somewhat more mod
ern vessel in this 
year's race from Cape 
Town to Lisbon. It 
starts on March 31. 

The 70-year-old cap
tain has promised to 
teach the youngsters a 
thing or two when he 
skippers the 15m Van 
der Stadt-design Gi
lana IGI Insurance. 

The luxury yacht, 
built for speed and com
fort, is a sister ship to 
the Lily Rose, which no
tori o us policeman
turned-bank robber 
Andre Stander bought to 
.escape from South Afri
ca in the early 80s. The 
Gilana is said to have 
cost more than RI-mil
lion to build and the 
owner wishes anonymi
ty at this stage. 

The race will be a cel
ebration of Captain de 
Sousa's 50 years at sea. 
It has been a rich and 
varied career - from 
sailing three-masted 
Red Cross schooners 
across the submarine
infested Mediterranean 
in World War 2 to cam
manding massive cargo 
ships, and now racing 
yachts in his 'old age'. 

"I am more of a sea
man than a good yachts
man," he says, "but . 
being Portuguese I 
know the seas where we 
will be racing well. 

"As we are in the 
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open class, there is only 
one prize - and that's 
for the first boat across 
the line. We don't aim to 
arrive late." 

Captain de Sousa was. 
part of the team that 
spearheaded the Dias 
Festival Caravel project 
in 1988 when South Afri
can and Portuguese sea
men sailed a replica of 
Bartolmeu Dias's ship 
from Lisbon to Mossel 
Bay. He has sailed in 
the old Cape to Rio 
races. 

With only 41/z weeks 
to go, a fleet of 21 
yachts are getting ready 
and there may be 25 at 
the starting line in 
Table Bay. 

Veteran Dave Abro
mowitz of Cape Town, 
two-times line honours 
winner of the Mauritius
Durban race, is expect
ed to enter at the last
minute but he is staying 
silent. Get More Fun, 
first across the line in 
last year's Mauritius 
rac~~Js .. flso a notable 

... absentee; Her skipper, 
Ian Martin, says he is 

'waiting on the sidelines' 
but his entry is awaited. 

Durban boats are 
Mike Hunter's Scardy
burg, Jerry Harrison's 
Spirit of St Gerard, 
Robin Harris's Shekinah 
and Stefan Emmerich's 
catamaran Spitze. The 
race is organised by the 
Cruising Association of 
South Africa to promote 
blue water racing. 

YACHTS 
SA lllless stated 

SCI~ ... 12m British ketch, 
skipper M lllrlter; S,lrtl II Snpcll, 
19,4m British sloop, P Leube; Kl1p 
Tn1.,.i, 16,Sm cutter, B 
Bongers; L1p111, 15m ketch, A 
Mackay; llb'a Kltall, 10m 
sloop, F Gottgens; 11111111 TllC~ 
WHtl, 11,1m Dutch stoop, G Hegie; 
S,Ullla, 10m Brtllsh stoop, E Kut· 
tel; a,Hzl, 10,7m catamaran, S 
Emmerich; ,...,.... I, 15m 
sloop, R Shelley; Vlllrtnttlr II, 
1B,2m stoop, H Teuteberg; lllU, 
1B,5m cutter, D Pooley; ._..IC· 
111. 12,35m stoop, W Mllray; Arc· 
llc Tn, 11,9m unstayed catama
ran, E Crane; •I 1 .... 11. 15m 
ketch, Ede Sousa; D•ktllr. 15m 
cutter, B Healleld; .....,, 12,78m 
sloop, R Hediger; 1ut11 Bar, 
9\35m stoop, M Eyre; S,lrll II II 
Benrtl, 12,3m, J Harrison; M11-
1ll, 15,7m sloop, R Harris; IHI II 
8nc1, 11,6m British ketch, T 
Maben; Cllln, 10,4m stoop, G 
Lamprecht. 
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