
D Around the Americas in 80 days: Thursday's Child framed against the Golden Gate yesterday 

YACHTING 

The last 
great 
sailing 
record falls 
WHEN Thursday's Child, 
a 18,28-metre 'stoop, 
sailed under San Francis
co's Golden Gate bridge 
yesterday after an 80-day, 
non-stop voyage froni New 
York round treacherous 
Cape Horn, the yacht 
broke what many sailors 
consider the world's last 
great sailiq record. 

'{be IUJ -tech yacht, 
~orled into San Francis
co Bay by a flotilla of 
small craft, beat by eight 
days 12 hours the 135-
year-old record set by the 
best and fastest of the old
c lipper ships, Flying 
Ooud. 

Warren Luhrs, the 44-
year-old skipper of Thurs
day's Child, said he and 
his crew faced unfavour
able winds almost all the 
way. The yacht also 
str11ck a submerged object 
and had to put into the 
Falkland Islands for five 
days for repairs. Thurs
day's Child's best day was 
630km, her worst 103km. 

Flying Cloud was only 
one of 13 sailing vessels 
ever to go. more than 
644km in a day. In the 
brief, golden age of the 
cliner •hips - 1846 to 
1 ~-F1 ftg oud 
record-breaking voyages 
to the CaJifornla gold
fields were greeted as na
tional triumphs, akin to 
the first space shuttle 
nights. 

The crew of Thursday's 
Child made a tactical de
cision to go as fast as pos
sible on light to moderate 
days and to ease off on 
rough days to keep the 
lightweight boat together, 
said Courtney Hazelton, 
31, who along with Lars 
Bergstrom, 54, and Luhrs 
formed the crew. Space
age material made Thurs
day's Child light but 
strong, and she bristles 
with such technical inno
vations as a cantilevered 
rudder that remains level 
when the boat heels over, 
and internal ballast tanks 
that can take on tons of 
seawater for additional 
performance when beating 
against the wind. 

Three other yachts have 
been flying along in 
Thursday's Child's wake. 
The boats are racing the 
cloc1b.J!ot each other. 

The crick rePC ma 
Guy Bernadin, nearly lost 
his life after rounding the 
Horn ~ben his boat was 
battered in a storm. He 
was rescued by a Chilean 
naYal fe5!1el 




