
SURVIVOR . . .  New Zealand yachtsman Rod Dickinson replaces broken lines on his yacht Tranquility. "I have be 
weather during my eight years of cruising, but experienced nothing like last night," he said yesterday. 

Hout Bay havoc: 
Yachts damaged 

By,JOHN van der LINDEN 
A NEW tunnyboat sank, a luxury mo
toryacht and several other yachts 
were damaged and part of a floating 
marina was submerged during an eas
terly gale which hit Hout Bay on Wed
nesday night. 

The gale, a "katabatic" wind which 
develops when the south-easter fun
nels down through a low section of the 
Table Mountain chain next to Con
stantiaberg, whipped up spray lOm 
high and forced large waves into the 
harbour. 

It is believed that the tunnyboat, 
Egalite, owned by Mr L H Willmore, 
sank at her mooring after taking in 
water through a leak either in the hull 
or a partly-open seacock. Yesterday 
afternoon a local salvage company 
raised the vessel with the use of air
bags. 

Foreign visiting yachtsmen, who 
measured the velocity of the wind 
peaking at 80 knots (144km/h), said 
they had never been in worse condi
tions. 

A New Zealand yacht, Tranquility, 

was worst hit by the h u rricane
strength winds and owner-skipper 
Rod Dickinson used almost all his 
lines t,o replace the nine lines which 
snapped during the night. 

George and Margaret Madgwick 
said the storm had them checking 
lines till it abated. "We have been 
through a hurricane but it was noth
ing like last night's experience . . . " 
said Mr Madgwick. 

The luxury Hout Bay-based charter 
motoryacht Baby Grande was severely 
damaged as she was bashed against 
the quay. The vessel's rubbingstrake 
and stanchions were smashed and it 
will take more than a week to repair 
them. 

Smaller yachts moored on the float
ing marina viere battered and many 
had bad scars on their hulls, while 
one had a winch smashed out of the 
deck. 

The large gaff-rigged schooner Cape 
Rose was aim damaged where the 
h u l l  h a d  co nti n u o u s ly s m a s h e d  
against the marina, a s  i t  pitched in 
seething seas. 

SALVAGED . . .  Divers using large airbags 1 
ed the tunnyboat Egalite, which sunk at h1 

night. The vess�I was launched 


