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McGregor tak�s ·Dias·_line honours 
The south coast rac� \ 

is being sailed from Port 
! MOSSEL BAY - The 

Durban entry, Hul<r.tts 
Aluminium, skippered 
by Lee McGregor, has 
s n atched line honours 
from the highly-fancied 
Cape yachts Panther and 
Prest.ige/Kr ost in the 
first leg of the. Anglo
Alpha Dias race. 

A smiling McGregor 
said, "'When we were off 
Cape Infanta, Panther 
was about 100 m behind 
us as the wind started. 

"But we hit a problem 
when we jammed a hal
yard and had to go close 
inshore to sort it out. 

·"We cut it fine by hav
-ing to go into about eight 

�metres.of water, 'but 
keot. a close watch on our echo·sounder. 

Elizabeth. · I 
Rod van der Weel's 

y a cht Win gs. a r r i v ed 
shortly after .5 am today 
after a· tough run, beat
ing against the south
westerly wind for most 
of the way. 

.dying. 
"They stayed inshore 

and we turned out to sea, hoping to find better 
winds.· 

· 

"We. were luck.y to She arrived here in a 
l i ght s outh-wester l y  
wind just before 2.30 pm 
yesterday, about 45 mi
nutes ahead of Panther, 
skippered by Ernst van 

find the.m. , 

"We· were still leading 
when we sorted it out 
then .trimmed through 
the night to make up lost 
ground," McGregor said.· 

· Provisional IOR hand· 
icap results have Asse
gai, skippered by Dave 
Abromowitz,. as the win_. 
ner, followed by Pres
tige/Krost. and Mike's 

der Laan. 
� 

"We were doing 13. to 
14 knots in a 20-knot 
south-westei:ly wind all 
the way, to Cape Agul
has, McGregor said. 

By ear l y  t od a y 13 
yachts had arrived from 
Hout Bay. 

· 
Kitchen. 1 

. LPr {J ( JI M € .> <? .... ..:2.. ... �g' 

Panther's new record 
time for the Agulhas 

By ROGER WILLIAMS 
FRITZ PALTHE's maxi yacht 
P a n t h e r  t o o k  overall  l i n e  
honours i n  the Anglo-Alpha 
Agulhas Dias Race at Simon's 
Town on Saturday morning in a 
new record time of 52 hr 45 min 
for the shortened, 447 nautical
mile course. 

Skippered on the outward 
(Hout Bay-Mossel Bay) leg by 
Ernst van der Laan and on the 
return leg to Simon's Town by 
Geoff Meek, Panther crossed the 
line at 9.41am after a record 
homeward run of 23 hr 41 min, 
followed at ll.13am by Presti
ge/Krost with Bertie Reed at the 
helm and, in third place, Asse
ga i (D ave A b r o m o w i tz )  a t  
12.51pm. 

The Durban maxi Hulett Alu
minium, which was sailed to 
first-leg line honours last week 
by owner/skipper Lee McGre
gor, returned to Durban from 
Mossel Bay and did not take part 
in the return leg. 

e On corrected time the two 
boats that far·ed best were 
Mike's Kitchen, provisional win
ner in the IOR class, and Winds
wift skippered by Derek Louw
rens, chairman of the Agulhas 
Race, which topped the non-IOR 
section. 

Louwrens and Abromowitz 
will collect the top trophies at 
the prize-giving in the Civic Cen
tre tomorrow evening - the 

Anglo-Alpha Trophy for non
IOR and the Cruising Associa
tion of SA Trophy for IOR. 

The return leg of the race 
started from Mossel Bay on Fri
day morning in light south-west
erly to south-easterly winds, but 
finished on Saturday night in a 
south-easterly gale in False Bay 
of 30/35 knots, with 7-metre 
swells, which caught the tail
enders. 

Polysius, a Miura skippered 
by Jeremy Luckin of the Port 
Owen Yacht Club, broke her 
rudder below the waterline 
while approaching the finish
line and had to be towed to 
Sipion's Town by a rescue craft 
from the NSRI's Station 10. 

And the Defence Sailing Asso
ciation's Cen.turion-class sloop 
Southern Floe, skippered by 
Mike Avery, which went fo Poly
sius's aid, broke her boom and 
was towed to Gordon's Bay har
bour by a craft from Station 9 of 
the NSRI. 

All 32 yachts in the race were 
safely in harbour by early yes
terday. 

Detailed provisional results were 
IOR, Clea I: 1. Mike's Kitchen (F Gottgens) 2. 

Penny Pinchers (R Nankin) 3. Assegai (0 
Abromowitz) 

IOR. Clea II: 1. Cape Smoke (O Smith) 2. 
Pulsation (P Barratt) 3. Triffid (R Petersen) 

Non-IOR: 1. Windswift (0 Louwrens) 2. Sin
derella II (J Levin) 3. Ebb Tide (N Marshall) 

Mluni Clea 1. Triffid (R Petersen) 2. Bank of 
Lisbon (Tony Abbott) 3. Matador (M Puner
gill/G Webb) 

Ladv Grande still at sea , 
LADY Cirande, one of the two tailenders still at sea in the Clinic Holdings Dias 

yacht race from Lisbon, radioed yesterday afternoon, after a two-week silence, 

that she was 74 nautical mile/l west of Cape Town and making little headway in a 

45-knot south-easterly gale iind heavy seas. The skipper, Peter Peiser, said all on 

board the yacht were well, and he hoped to be in Table Bay by Barn today. Lady 

Grande was last heard from on January 25 when she sailed from Tristan da 

Cunha after a brief stop-over at the island. The other yacht still at sea in the Dias 

race, which started from Lisbon on December 1 and ended officially on January 

23, is Shelley Anne, owned by Mr Geoff Kain of Somerset West. Shelley Anne left 

Tristan da Cunha a day earlier than Lady Grande, and is therefore presumed also 

to be close to Cape Town and due here in the next few days. The yacht has also 

not been in radio contact since sailing from Tristan. 
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Air search 
for missing 

yacht· 
called off 

CAPE TOWN. - The 
air search for the miss
ing Durban yacht Sea
nut has been called qff. 

An Air Force spokes
man at Silvermine said 
yesterday morning that 
the search area had 
been thoroughly cov
ered on Sunday and 
Monday and the poss
ible area where the 
yacht could be had be
come too extended to 
cover properly. 

However, all ships 
and operational aircraft 
have been asked to be 
on the lookout for the 
Seanut which left Dur
ban with two crew
members, Mr Robert 
Hare and Mr Richard 
Dallas. 

Col Ben Kriegler of 
the Rescue Co-ordi
nation Centre in Cape 
Town said that reports 
that the Cape Town 
yacht Shelley Anne was 
in .trouble, were incor
rect. 

The yacht, a tailender 
in the Lisbon to Cape 
Town race, was only ex
pected in Cape Town by 
the end of the week. 

The Shelley Anne has 
a crew of seven, includ
ing the two sons of the 
owner, Mr Geoff Kain 
of Somerset West and a 
number of South Afri
can Navy sailors. 

She left Tristan da 
Cunha two weeks ago 
and there has been no 
radio contact since the 
29th of last month. 

Mrs Kain said the 
Shelley Anne was a 
cruising yacht and 
would have been slowed 
down by the head-on 
winds of the past week. 
She was confident the 
yacht would arrive by 
today. - Sapa. 


