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[South Atlanti� 
Yacht Race 
postponed 

CAPE TOWN. - The comber Race to Maurit

South Atlantic Yacht 
Race between Cape 
Town and Punte de! Est e 
in Uruguay which was to 
have been he(d in January 
1988 has been postponed. 

The controlling body of 
off-shore yachting in 
South Africa, the Cruis
ing Association, said in a 
brief stat ement that the 
1988 race has been post
poned because of local in
volvement in the Bartho
lomeu Dias 500 cel
ebrations and the Beach-

ius. 
The chairman, Mr Gor

don Webb, said in an in
t erview that it had not 
been postponed for politi
cal reasons and he hoped 
it could be re-introduced 
in 1989 when there would 
be fewer events. 

The South Atlantic 
race was held six times, 
the first three to Rio de 
Janeiro, and when these 
were cancelled by the 
Brazilian Government , 
the other three to Punt e 
de! Este. - Sapa. 

Yacht race postponed 
By ROGER WILLIAMS 

THE next three-yearly South Atlantic Race, scheduled to start in 
Cape Town in January 1988, has been postponed indefinitely. 

The Cruising Association of SA (CASA) said yesterday this deci
sion had been taken "largely due to the anticipated local involve
ment in the Dias Festival next year, as well as the close proximity 
of the Beachcomber Race between Mauritius and Durban". 

The proposed South Atlantic Race next year would have been. 
the seventh since this major yachting event was inaugurated, on a 

strongly international basis, in 1971. 
The first three races were to Rio de Janeiro and the last three 

were to Punta del Este in Uruguay. 
There have been political problems in the use of both these 

South American ports as finishing-points. And last year it was 
a n nounced that the Whitbread Round-the-World Race, which on 
the four occasions it has taken place has had Cape Town as the first 
port of call, would by-pass the Cape in the next race, in 1989. 

Mr Gordon Wetb, chairman of CASA, said yesterday: "We look 
forward to sailing again to Uruguay. We are working on it. And we 
hope that in time the Whitbread Race will come back to us again. 

"So far as postponement of the South Atlantic Race next year is 

concerned, we are taking cognisance of the fact that the Dias 
Festival marks the 500th anniversary of a major event in our 
country's history, in which members of the sailing fraternity will 
inevitably be involved. 

"We are at present holding discussions with a view to a race 
being organized to start from Lisbon in December and finish at 
Mossel Bay at the climax of the festival." 

Yacht race postponed 
CAPE TOW!' - The South Atlan
tic yacht race between Cape 
Town and Punte del Este in Uru
guay, which was to have been 
held in January 1988 has been 
postponed. 

The controlling body of off
shore yachting in South Africa, 
the Cruising Association, said the 
1988 race.had been postponed be
cause of local involvement in the 
Bartolomeu Dias 500 celebrations 
and the Beachcomber race to 
Mauritius. 

Martin fifth 
into Rio de Janeiro 
Staff Reporter 
JOHN Martin crossed the fin
ish-line in fif th place on the 
third leg of the BOC round-the
world race today. 

Mar t in, in Tuna Ma r i n e  
Voortrekker II, sailed into Rio 
de Janeiro at 7.56 (South Afri· 
can time) and was reported to 
be "fine." 

He was beaten by Guy Ber
n a rdin in Biscuits Lu, who 
crossed the finish two hours 
earlier. 
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Reed 7de 
in Rio 

de Janeiro 
DIE Springbok-seiljagvaar

der Bertie Reed bet gis
teroggend met sy seiljag, 
die Stabilo Boss, in Rio 
de Janeiro aangekom aan 
die einde van die derde 
skof in die BOC-alleen
vaart om die wereld. 

Hy was in die sewende plek 
kort op die bakke van die 
Franse seiljag Let's Go. 

Volgens mev. Pat Reed, wat 
eergister met baar man 
gepraat bet, gaan dit baie 
goed met bom. 

Hy moes 'n paar dae koue 
kos eet omdat sy gastoe
rusting op die jag gebreek 
bet. 

Hy is vol geesdrif vir die 
laaste skof van Rio de Ja
n e i r o  na Ne w p o r t  in  
Amerika, bet sy gese. 
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SA yachtsman 
comes in 5th 
CAPE TOWN - South 
African yachtsman John 
Martin, who won the first 
leg of the BOC round-the
world yacht race from 
Newport, Rhode Island 
to· Cape Town, crossed 
the finish line of the 
third leg from Sydney to 
Rio de Janeiro in fif1h 
place on Tuesday. Sa pa. 

Y�chting 
THE main topic of conversation around 
the yacht mole this week has been the 
announcement of the 240 nautical mile 
Wilbur EHis Da Gama race from !Mban 
to East London which starts at 3pm on 
April 29. 

Allhough entries for this prestige 
ocean race close on April 1, race sec
retary, Nancy Pierce-Jones has indicat
ed lhal already there are indications 
lhal this year's fleet will be bigger and 
more competitive than before. 

Last year there were 34 yachts at 
the start line and there is a possibility 
of over 40 next month. 

She said the race ·was "an acid test 
of seamanship in South African waters. 
Competing skippers must decide 
whether lo set a course out lo sea lo 
take advanlage of the currents but run 
the risk ol storms, or 10 run close in
shore to pick ·up land breezes." 

This year compelitors will again 
have an "eye-in-the-sky" safety fac
tor. Firs! introduced during last year's 
e
_
venl, this will be a twice daily over

lhghl of the fleet by race officer Stuart 
Back, when competitors are required 
lo radio their position. 

The main interest is being focussed 
on lhe new L34 class of which 8 are 
expected lo be racing, two of which 
will be skippered by owners who have 
won the Da Gama race twice be
fore - Neil Bailey and Dave Cox. 

There will also be a ·goad !limber 
of Royal Cape Ones competing, includ-
1ng the current national champion, Siii 
Tonic, and Thekwini, which wlll be 

sailed by an all·girl crew. 
There is also speculation that the 

Durban yacht Gwaap, victor of the re· 
cent Rolhmans Week in Cape Town 
will be al the start. 

' 

DOD 
ON Durban Bay today the Island SaHing 
Club stages its annual Les Cohen Me
morial six-hour endurance race, start
ing al 10 . 30am after a champagne 
breakfast at 8.30am. 

On Midmar Dam the Henley Midmar 
Yacht Club are hosting their annual 
NSRI benefit regalta. This event began 
yesterday and is open lo all classes of 
dinghies and keelers. · 

Tlf(E UTI �,.., 
;-3-rr7 

10 anglers 
rescued 

DURBAN. T en 
people aboard the ocean
going yacht Elangeni 
were rescued before it 
sank about 6 km off Dur
ban yest erday. 

They were taken 
aboard the port control 
vessel Peliwin and 
brought back to Durban 
harbour. 

The yacht had been 
hired for a fishing trip. 

Mr Conrad van der 
Merwe said wat er was ob
served in the Elangeni's 
st em and a check showed 
that the engine compart
ment was also taking 
water. 

Soon after the Peliwin 
rescued them the Elange
ni sank, Mr Van der 
Merwe said. - Sapa. 


