
c •  Yacht C l ubnk icked off to 
spa rk l i ng new yea r 

T H E  Bloemfontein Yachtclub kicked off to a sparkling new year with a fun-loaded 
regatta at the Rusfontein Dain. The B ronco Sail and Surf Fun-weekend involved whole 
families with the youngest competitor about 13 years old and the vintage participants weU 
above 65!  

The entry fees included a braai, champagne breakfast and two beers. Many a mother 
was seen keeping t he kids from being run over by speed boats and giving tips from ashore. 
Thirteen year old Danie de Waal s urprised everyone by almost keeping up with veteran 
Hans H undt. Prof. Hundt had had only a few hours sleep t he night before, due to the high 
volume party which kept on till the early hours of the morning. The chicken run at 07h00 
on Sunday should not be forgotten. The chickens were the ones who were not in time to 
run the race. Naturally the infamous party were blamed. 

Booby prizes were awarded to those who succeeded in blackening their names best, like 
H�ns Vonk who capsized his boat even before the hullflying started! The biggest booby 
was launched by lvor Garish and Aussie Austen. They decided to complete a race on t he 
committee boat, operating the finishing hooter for the mselves. And t hey hadn't even been 
at the party! 

The t wo vintage participants ( 65 years or older), NeviUe Pierce and R usty Rheeder 
raced neck and neck, both in surprizingly good shape. The only woman to participate was 
the 16 year old A nnelia de Waal who competed in the windsurfer class. Ivan Steven can be 
described as the star of the day. he won all the hobie 16  races acco mpanied by his low
weight crew-member, M ichelle. The level of proficiency was quite high; the rescue boat 
was on ly needed after the races, when a storm got a speedboat and a  hobie 1 6  into trouble. 

The results of t he regatta are as follows: Windsurfers: 1) Pine Pienaar; 2) Erich Kaplan; 
3) Wayne Jones. Special Boats: 1 )  R ichard Lupton; 2) Peter Schub ert; 3)  Gerhard 
Hatting. H obie 1 4's: 1) John Guess; 2) H ans Vonk; 3) Hennie Olivier. H obie 1 6's: 1 )  I van 
Steven; 2) James Kruger; 3) Peet van Tonder. Open Class: 1 )  Stefan Hundt; 2) Rusty 
Rheeder; 3) Hans H undt. 
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THE Western Province 
Sailing Association will 
host the South African 
Yacht Racing Associa

. tion annual dinner at the 
Protea Ritz in Sea Point 
on Friday, March 13. 

This is a gala occasion 
at which Springbok col
o ur s  and the Owen 
A i s h e r  Trophy for 
yachtsman of the year 
will be presented. 

Tickets  from the 
WPSA office • 23 6604, 
mornings only. 

COMING EVENTS: 

Feb 20 to 22: Far Out 
Western Province cata
maran championships, 
Theewaterskloof. 

M a r  1 to 7: Playboy
/Protea Hotels Robie In
ternational, Mossel Bay. 
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Martin battles to save mast in gale 

1 CAPE TOWN - Solo sailor John Martin is battling to save Tuna 
Marine Voortrekker's mast in a 511 knot gale off the notorious 
Cape Horn after losing his last running backstay. 

He is riding out the storm with only his jib up and the latest 
Argos satellite position report at 7.30 am today recorded that his 

n speed was down to 4,6 knots. Visibility is down to a minimum and 
the temperature is close to freezing. 

His mast is being held up by the fore and back stays and two 
side stays, he said in a radio-telephone call today. - Sapa. 
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SAILING shorl·handed on a n  ocean 
racer due lo sickness or injury during 
an ocean passage can be a very hec-

lie lime for lhe resl of lhe crew and lo 
give local crews a lasle of lhis 
experience lhe T wo·Handed Race for 
lhe Dave C<"Jlberl Trophy was devised 

· lasl year which proved so popular lhal 
it is now an annual ever' 

Today's race al 1 lam is hosled by 
Poinl Yachl Club and is a 'lhere and 
back· race and only lwo people per 
yachl can lake pall so lhe race win be 
very liring for lhem as keelers usuaHy 
carry a crew of al leasl four and 
somelimes eight 

On lhe dinghy scene lhe big evenl is 
al Midmar Dam where lhe Nalal pro
vincial championships for Finns began 
yeslerday and ends lomorrow. 

A huge fleer of lhese Olympic class 
single-handed racing machines is lak
ing parl from all over lhe counlry. in
cluding Soulh West 

The Finn class has always been a 
very compelilive flee I and lhis year. 
wilh all lhe big names compeling and 
wilh Midmar's unprediclable wealher, 
anylhing can happen. 

On Tuesday lhe Finns begin lheir 
Uniparl nafional championships al Mid
mar which conlinue unlil Salurday. 
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Martin 
battles 
to save 
his mast 
C A P E  T O W N :  S o u t h  
African solo sailor John 
Martin is battling to save 
T u n a  M a r i n e  V o o r 
trekker's mast i n  a 50-
knot gale off notorious 
Cape Horn after losing 
his last running back
stay. 

He is riding out the 
storm with only his jib 
up, and the latest Argos 
sate Hite position report 
on the round-the-world 
race recorded that his 
speed was down to 4,6 
knots. 

Visibility was down to 
a minimum and the tem
per a ture was close to 
freezing. 

H is mast was being 
held up by the fore and 
back stays and two side 
stays.-Sapa 




