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FREMANTLE - Dennis Conner, the 
man who lost the America's Cup, won 
it back yesterday as his Stars and 
Stripes completed a 4-0 sweep against 
Australia's Kookaburra III. 

It was sweet reven�e for the 44-
year-old San Diego satlor who dedi
cated three years of his life to getting 
back yachting's biggest prize, which 
he lost to Australia in 1983 in New
port, Rhode Island. 
- Conner was the first American to 
lose the cup which had been held by 
the New York Yacht Club since the 
Schooner America won it in 1851. 

"It's a great moment for America, 
a great moment for the Stars and 
Stripes team and a great moment for 
Dennis Conner," the victorious skip
per told the post-race news confer
ence. 

"My heart goes out to lain Mur
ray," he said of the skipper of Kooka
burra, who was in the same position 
Conner was in three years ago: a loser 
of the cup. 

Murray said he hoped the Austra
lians could do in 1990, when cup rac
ing resumes, what a sign proclaimed 
to him as he sailed off on his final 
race: "What goes up must come 
down." 

• Sun lotion lenda • comical touch to 
DENNIS CONNER'S victory amile ea he 
wevea to the Frementle crowd yeater-

dey 

Conner received a message of con
gratulations from Presldent Ronald 
Reagan via US ambassador Laurence . 
William Lane in a telephone hook-�p. 

Prime Minister Bob Hawke, the 
man who declared a national holiday 
when Australia won the cup, also 
phoned bis congratulations to both 
sides. Hawke owes Reagan an Aussie 
bush hat for ·a bet he made with the 
president. 
- Kookaburra III was never really in 
the race in medium sea breezes 
known as the Fremantle Doctor yes
terday. Conner led from start to fin
ish, as he had in his three previous 
races with the Australians. 

Recognised as a master at sailing 
12-metre cup racers, Conner and tac
tician Tom Whidden timed their start 
perfectly, brushing by the starting 
bouy just as the cannon fired. 

Stars and Stripes crossed the line 
five seconds ahead of Peter Gilmour, 

· the aggressive helmsman who starts 
Kookaburra before turning the wheel 
over to skipper Iain Murray. 

Gilmour had tried to trap Conner 
but couldn't. By breaking in front, 
Conner was able to call the tune for 
the rest of the 38,6 km race. 

San Diego revels 
SAN DIEGO - Pandemonium reigned at the 
San Diego Yacht Club as local hero Dennis 
Conner and his Stars and Stripes crew sailed to 
a smooth victory over Kookaburra III to bring 
the America's Cup back to the United States. 

Some 1 OOO people gathered to watch as 
Stars and Stripes, the San Diego Yacht Club 
entry, beat the Australians. 

As the race neared the end, the crowd 
chanted: "Go, Go, Go!" and "USA, USA!" and 
waved back at Conner as he appeared on tele
vision screens 19 300 km away. 

Many in the crowd wore party hats, banners 
hung from the walls, and a man dressed as the 
Statue of Liberty paraded around the room. 

The party was limited to yacht club mem
bers and their invited guests and included San 
Diego Mayor Maureen O'Connor and singer 
John Denver, who hails from Colorado. 
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Yachting 
TOMORROW sees the start o f  the Laser 
national championships in False Bay. 
Cape Town. and Natal are in with 
another very good chance of bringing 
back some of the silverware with a 
very strong contingent of 14 Lasers 
headed by defending champion, Dave 
Hibberd. his sister Tracey, Rowen ' 
Clark, Bruce Savage and Andrew Hali
burton of Durban and Chris Frost of 
Henley Midmar. 

Las! Wednesday's keelers' fun race 
on the Bay had a bit of a damper on ii 
because of the fairty heavy racing but 
slill a flee! of 13 keelers competed in 
lhe 8-12 knol south weslerty. 

There was a runaway win over the 
line for Hor Touch, which however was 
not enough lo take lhe race on 
handicap, these honours going lo 
Deriaba IV by a big margin with Foxy 
Lady second and Rascal third. 

Today's keeler race at 1 1am is lhe 
third and final 1ound of the PYC Jockey 
Commodore offshore series. 

Bookings are now open for the NYA 
dinner and colours presentations at a 
beachfronl hotel on March 6. Bookings 
can be made through the NYA 
secretary,  Gloria Anderson,  o n  
3D1 -3078. 




