
Soon, spinnakers will 
be blowing in hoopla 

FREMANTLE, Australia 
- The America's Cup 
floats on an ocean stirred 
by corporate promotion 
and publicity. 

It has to. Money is the 
real wind that makes Cup 
12 m yachts go, and cor
porations are where the 
money is. And when cor
porations give money, 
they want the world to 
k n o w  where it came 
from. 

That's why the day is 
not far off when the sleek 
hulls and full-breasted 
spinnakers of Cup yachts 
probably will have as 
many corporate logos as 
Boris Becker's tennis 
shirt. 

US CHALLENGED 

The Americans, the na
tion that gave you P T  
Barnum, Madison Avenue 
and the 30-spot commer
cials that sell politicians 
like hamburgers on a ses
ame seed bun, excel at 
hoopla. 

another in the lon'g line of 
Cup yachts named for 
virtues like Reliance or 
Intrepid. 

Then a Scotch distiller 
anted up some money, 
and, as in any proper 
marriage, gave part of 
its name to its betrothed. 
Hence White Crusader. 
The other part of the 
company name, a horse, 
stands in statue form 
a t o p  the boat 's  dock 
hoist. 

H a r o l d  C u d m o r e ,  
White Crusader's skipper 
who now is selling his 
services as a television 
commentator for the Cup 
races, predicts the 12 m 
will have to race yearly 
like Grand Prix race 
cars. 

Twelves are a develop
men t yacht class. De
velopment, or improve
ment, costs millions. 

Alan Bond, the man 
who won the Cup for Aus
tralia, says a next cam
paign will cost RSO mil
lion. 

communications empire. Television -brings the 
"It's as simple as that. beauty of the sailboats 
We have lots of good right before your eyes. 
sponsors, but it is becom- Television, of course, 
ing too big for them as l i ves on advert is ing ,  
well." which will put further 

Bond would like gov- commercial presssure on 
ernment to help foot the the Cup. 
bills since Western Aus- Recognizing this, the 
tralia is estimated to see International Yacht Rac-
14 OOO jobs and R800 mil- ing Union is relaxing its 
lion in revenues result rule that forbids adver
from the races in Fre- tising on yachts. 
mantle. Stars and Stripes built 

"There will be pressure three twelves, and Con
to run races on an annual ner trained for three 
basis for the benefit of years to get back the tro
sponsors," Cudmore said. phy he lost' in 1983. Malin 
Television also may get Burnham, head of the 
its feet wet in Cup racing. syndicate, says expenses 
TV has money, too. to race in Fremantle are 

W i t h  m i n i c a m e r a s  running R40 OOO a day. 
b r i n g i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  Twice he has called in 
directly from the cockpit the media to ask Ameri
while the race actually is cans back home to send 
going on,  Cup racing, money, the usual request 
often likened to watching .,f an overseas traveller. 
paint dry, actually can be A soft drink firm and a 
exciting. brewer complied. As a 

TV PRESSURE 
result they are the "offi
cial" cola and beer for 

Spectators used to have Stars and Stripes. 

rival cola the morning 
the sponsor s�ft drink 
firm came on board. 

Scarcely had the Cup 
been unbolted from its 
pedestal at the New York 
Yacht Club to come down 
u n d e r  t h a n  i t s  n e w  
owners, the Royal Perth 
Yacht Club, copyrighted 
the trophy. 

With the advice of the 
American International 
M a n a g e m e n t  G r o u p  
which markets celebri
ties and sports stars, 
Royal Perth began sell
ing Cup rights. 

The club even sold the 
air rights to its flag poles 
to corporate sponsors. 

IMG wanted to sell the 
media space in the Press 
center. The media howled 
and IMG, recognizing the 
lack of wisdom in getting 
into a fight with someone 
who buys printing ink by 
the barrel, backed off. 

But when the Cup went 
on public display in Fre
mantle on Australia Day 
last Monday, it shone in 
the sun against a back
drop of company trade
marks. - Sapa-Associat
ed Press. 

But the Australians are 
showing the world they 
not only could win the 
Cup. They know how to 
exploit it down to the last 
farthing. 

"The day of the private 
syndicate with a couple 
of men putting up the · 
money is over," said Gra
ham Walker of Britain's 
White Crusader, one of 
the  e l iminated chal 
lengers. · 

"It will be too big for 
individuals," said the 
man who was eliminated 
on January 20, the day he 
paid R2,4 billion for a 

to watch the Cup yachts They get their logos 
from their own boats or plastered all over Stars 
pay through the sun- and Stripes' compound 
bQrned nose for a posi- and the crew as well, 
tion at the rail of a lurch- even though Conner was 
ing charter vessel. photographed quaffing a 
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The boat originally 
was christened Crusader, 




