KZN fleet
fine-tunes
for Cape
o Rio trip
NORMAN SHERIFF
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PLAIN SAILING: The KwaZulu-Natal yacht Deja Vu is a strong contender in the MTN Cape to Rio 2000 Race

PREPARATIONS are at an
advanced stage on board 11
KwaZulu-Natal yachts in preparation for the MTN Cape to Rio
2000 Race starting on January 8.
The yachts are: Lease Plan,
Silverstream,
Cha
Cha,
Concorde, Alseba, Fifi, Albion,
Tequilla, Golden Fleece and
Obsession.
But one. of the best-known
yachts, and perhaps the one
with most chance of success in
the gruelling 3 600 nautical mile
race, is the Richards Bay-registered Deja Vu.
The yacht, a Simonis 50
design, is owned and skippered .
by Colin Craig and shot to fame
when she was the first yacht to
break the 24 hour-record in the
annual Da Gama Race from
Durban to ·Ea~t London.
Crewing the yacht for the
Atlantic crossing will be an
eight-man team consisting of
Colin Craig, Glynn Craig, Clyde
Kinloch, Kevin Rainier, George
Marshall, John Harris, and
Ryan Hogan with one berth
still ·free fOl' a
sponsor.
The team are
confident of success but, while
the yacht iS Mt1\ IC&f>C -t4 ~;e
ready to sail, t~oop
sponsorship is
'f ..,
still desperately needed.
The yacht has recently
returned from 18 months of
extensive cruising in the Indian
Ocean and has put 12 500 nauti:
cal miles under her keel.
Deja Vu will be part of a
Richards Bay fleet racing to
Durban- tonight as part of a
tune-up exercise for both crew
and yacht.
.
They will be in Durban ,fa,r
about three days before sailing
to Cape Town.
Race organisers in ape
Town report that 84 yachts have
entered so far but the final fleet
should number almost 100.
This was boosted this week
with the launch of the Simonisdesigned Portugal Brazil 500
which is tipped to put up a stiff
challenge to the two American
maxis, Zephyrus IV and
Sagamore, for line honours.
This year's fleet also boasts ,
fifteen multi-hull entries - the
largest number of catamarans
in the history of the race.
Entries have been received
from Germany, the United
States, . Belgium, Argentina,
England and Zimbabwe.
During the past two races, the
crossing time was decreased significantly and currently stands
at 14 days and 15 hours. This
record was set by Fancourt's
Morning Glory in 1996.

